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Dear Friends,
As I write this, we are in the first few

days of the latest restrictions on move-
ment related to Covid-19—by the time you
read this, the situation may have changed
again. Either way, we are in unprecedent-
ed times, certainly in my lifetime. We’ve
never had to close the church before and
cease doing Sunday services.

So, what do we do in response to this
crisis?

There are of course certain practical
steps we can take. Whether that is in terms
of hand washing, or obeying the
restrictions on movement, or getting
involved in various things to help others
out in our village, there are things we can
do. And it has been encouraging to hear of
the things that are already going on. Of
course, we might be here for the long haul,
and so we will need to be persistent in our
efforts to help others.

Also, on a practical note, we have moved
our Church services online. We are now the
proud owners (!) of a United Benefice
YouTube channel. You can access it at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTH
C9LYm7oj-O7JlJnTtBAw and we will be
putting up a service every Sunday morning
and afternoon, as well as some other
content through the week. Do ‘join’ us
there. Also, if you would like to be kept in

touch with what is happening at the
moment, do keep an eye on our Facebook
page (and/or Twitter), and email the
office—office@stalkmundsduffield.co.uk
and ask to be added to our email list.

None of this replaces the face-to-face
contact we normally enjoy, but we do
what we can in the present situation.

Finally, it may be that another thing we
can do is to take some time to reflect.
Many of us are self-isolating, or shielding,
or otherwise restricting our social
interactions. Many of us are not able to
work, or don’t have as much to do. We
may have a bit more time to think. And
that time, where we are perhaps more
conscious of the frailty of human life than
we normally are, let me offer to you some
words from the beginning of Psalm 46:

God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble. Therefore we will
not fear though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved into the
heart of the sea, though its waters roar and
foam, though the mountains tremble at its
swelling. (Psalm 46 verses 1–3, esv)

The Psalmist calls us to reflect on who
God is, always reliable however much the
world around us changes. Join us online as
we continue to explore that truth over the
coming weeks.

Yours in Christ,

The Vicar’s Letter

James Hughes
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•   TV Aerial repairs and installations
•   FREEVIEW wideband digital aerials
•   FREESAT installations
•   SKY installations, dish realignment and MAGIC EYE

•   Additional points and telephone points installed

Call Paul today for a
free estimate

TEL: 07985405244 or
01332 559246

ALLESTREE SATELLITE AERIAL SERVICES

To all our
readers



Apr il  2020   5

Online Services

For further details visit our YouTube channel
at

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTHC9LYm7oj-O7JlJnTtBAw

Or access our social media websites at
www.stalkmundsduffield.co.uk or www.littleeatonchurch.co.uk

Facebook:
St Alkmund’s Church Duffield or St Paul’s Church Little Eaton

Twitter: @StAlksDuffield

Linkedin: linkedin.com/company/st-alkmund

Bible Verses
I am not ashamed of the gospel because it

is the power of God for the salvation of
everyone who believes.  Romans 1:16

Jesus said, ‘Come to me all ye who are
weary and burdened and I will give you
rest’.  Matthew 11:28

Father not my will but yours be done.
Luke 22:42

All the forces of darkness cannot stop
what God has ordained.  Isaiah 14:27

Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of
God.  1 Corinthians 10:31

No matter what you are facing today re-
member Deuteronomy 20:4: ‘The LORD
your God is the one who goes with
you, to fight for you against your
enemies, to give you victory!’
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#wheresthebear?

Where’s the Bear?
Well done to all of you who figured out where
Alkmund was last month! He was having a quiet
moment by the river, sitting on the walkway over
the River Ecclesbourne in Duffield, where he
enjoyed a picnic lunch – like his friend Paddington
Bear, Alkmund really likes marmalade sandwiches!

Alkmund hasn’t been out on his usual travels this month though, as
he’s been following the advice to stay safe and make sure he keeps
washing his paws properly. The only problem is, all that gloopy hand
soap and hand sanitiser does rather stick to his fur!
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EASTER EVENTS

Easter. What’s it all about then?
What sort of things immediately

come to your mind when Easter is
mentioned? Possibly Easter Eggs and
fluffy chicks or Easter Bunnies? Maybe
Hot Cross Buns? Perhaps Spring flow-
ers, such as Daffodils, or gambolling
spring lambs?  Or maybe even a nice
Sunday roast leg of lamb?

Christians believe that Easter is all
about the Lord Jesus Christ and what
He has done for us.

Firstly, how on Good Friday, Jesus
died on a cross on our behalf, taking
the punishment we rightly deserve for
all of the things that we do wrong;
what the Bible calls ‘sin’. Sin can be
summarised as ignoring God, and
ignoring his commands or laws and
replacing God with other things—seek-
ing after and worshipping such things
(maybe money, power, status, posses-
sions, etc, etc) instead of God; wor-
shipping that which is created, not the
Creator.

Secondly, how on Easter Sunday
Jesus was raised to life; how He rose
from the grave and His disciples
found His tomb empty. The physical
resurrection of Jesus demonstrates
that His death on the cross for our sin
‘worked’; that Jesus has defeated the
power of sin and death.

By putting our trust in Jesus, we can
receive salvation and forgiveness for
sin. Through Jesus we can be recon-
ciled with God, have a restored

relationship with Him and one day the
promise of everlasting life with God in
eternity. In a nutshell, Easter is the
‘good news’ of the Gospel—every-
thing that God has done for us
through Jesus and His death and
resurrection.

And we want to welcome everyone
to hear this ‘good news’. As we
approach Easter, we will be reflecting
on the Easter story; do keep an eye on
our new YouTube channel for our
United Benefice of Duffield and Little
Eaton, and/or our social media (Face-
book. LinkedIn, Twitter) sites.

James Rollin
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‘Monday to Friday Living’

Born in Liverpool, I grew up in
Kenilworth in Warwickshire,

where my family moved when I was
five. My parents went to church and I
attended Sunday school whilst I was
little, but (like many) drifted away
from church as I grew up. As a teen-
ager, I was invited to a Christian
Youth Club by a good friend and it
was through getting involved with
this that I rediscovered Christianity,
eventually coming to faith whilst a
Sixth-Former at school.

I can pinpoint precisely when and
where I first became a Christian; the
exact point where I heard the Gospel
properly for the first time and it all
clicked into place. During a Christ-
mas Eve Midnight Carol Service
(which I’d ironically attended almost
as an afterthought, on my way home
from the pub!), I had a real “seeing
the light moment”. Suddenly I
grasped that because of God’s love
for us, he sent His Son Jesus to die
for us, as a free gift of Grace and that
there’s nothing one can, or has, to do

but believe and
accept the Gospel; the ‘good news’
of Jesus.

From that moment on, everything
—from reading the Bible, to sharing
in Christian fellowship and praying—
all became much more real. Trusting
God in all areas of my life began, even
as a very new Christian; together
with knowing God’s with me through
life, throughout all the many ups and
downs and stresses and strains; to
trust Him in these.

As a Christian, I’ve really seen God
at work in my life over the years. For
example, I’d intended to go to Uni-
versity in Bristol, but (having rather
flunked my ‘A’-Levels) ended up at
Sheffield instead. However, it was
there at the end of my 4th year that I
met my wife Miranda, and whilst at
Sheffield, I also attended Christ
Church Fulwood, led at the time by
Philip Hacking, which was a real time
of growth in my Christian faith.

Sheffield was also the place where I
knew God really wanted me working

Dave Clark reflects on how he lives out his faith day by
day, how God’s been at work in his life over the years
and how for him the fellowship of a local church is one of
the most important aspects of being a Christian.
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 in medicine. I became interested in
Orthopaedics whilst at University
and also did an Elective in India for
three months with the Christian
Charity Tearfund, where I assisted
with operations as a medical student
and ‘got the bug’ for undertaking
surgery. Today I’m a shoulder Sur-
geon at Derby Hospital and have
worked as a Consultant for 20 years.
The ability of the human body to heal
and recover is an amazing thing
God’s given us, together with our
ability to understand science; in my
case Orthopaedics.

For me, the Christian fellowship of
a local church is one of the most im-
portant aspects of my faith. Although
we’ve now lived in Duffield and
attended St Alkmund’s for 20 years,
we moved many times during my
early career, including a year in New
Zealand (where Miranda’s from)
whilst I was training, but we’ve
always managed to draw on the
support of good local churches.
Including of course, St Alkmund’s,
where I’ve assisted the youth work
over the years and benefited from
things such as the men’s study
group, not to mention the love and
support of our church family during
very difficult times, including the
birth of our three children (each one
being quite dramatic) and during my

father’s long battle with dementia.
As a Christian, one of the ways my

faith is lived out is seeking to recog-
nise the ‘bigger picture’ and trying to
see a different perspective. That
work’s not the “be-all-and-end-all” in
life—although work can at times be
all-consuming—God, family and then
work are my priorities. Though I’ll be
the very first to admit I don’t always
get the balance right!

Being a Christian in the Public
Sector can be a challenge, but I seek
to put my faith in action as I’m con-
stantly dealing with lots of people in
my profession; various colleagues
and many different patients. I had
great training in dealing with patients
from a Consultant colleague, plus the
Christian Surgeon Peter Lunn was a
great Mentor in my early career, and
I seek to follow their example in my
contact with people. I ask God for
His help, such that my daily interac-
tions might be one of those “little
things that make a difference”.

In my spare time, I’m a bit of a
sports fanatic, from playing hockey,
walking and skiing, to following the
England cricket and rugby teams.
Not to mention following my favour-
ite football club Liverpool—needless
to say, that’s proved particularly
enjoyable this season!!

•   •   •
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Only Connect
Here are the answers from last month’s ONLY CONNECT challenge.

1. AT THE NAME OF JESUS EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW
2. GOD IS WORKING HIS PURPOSE OUT
3. DEAR LORD AND FATHER OF MANKIND
4. PRAISE MY SOUL THE KING OF HEAVEN
5. WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS
6. THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD
7. COME LET US SING OF A WONDERFUL LOVE
8. AND CAN IT BE
9. LEANING ON THE EVERLASTING ARMS
10. ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME
And the longest word in the English language which has no vowels and can
be used in the game of SCRABBLE is . . .

Unless you know another of course!

Mike Severn

rhythms

R & R
PLUMBING AND HEATING

MAINTENANCE — REPAIR — INSTALLATION
• Gas Safe Registered Gas Installer • Plumbing Services •

• Landlord Certificates • Gas Fire & Boiler Servicing • Boiler Changes •
• Central Heating Installations • Bathroom Installations •

• An Excellent Friendly Service • Competitive Prices Guaranteed •

TEL: 01332 554883  MOBILE: 07905 364694
Laburnum Crescent, Allestree, Derby

CALL FOR
FREE

QUOTE
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Youth and Children

Just a few weeks ago, we had our annual youth weekend away at the Peak Centre
in Edale, where seventeen young people and seven leaders spent time together

having fun and learning about the cross and resurrection.

The theme of the weekend was “Happily Ever After?”, which meant we spent plenty
of time playing games based on well-known fairy tales, and dressed up as some of
our favourite characters.

During our Bible time, we looked at what was going on at the cross for God and
humanity, and what the resurrection really means for us today. Jesus went through
so much physical and Spiritual suffering at the cross to win us a happily-ever-after
which was all part of God’s great plan for the world. At the cross God dealt with our
sin once and for all, taking our place and breaking his own heart so that we can enjoy
the deep joy and love that he has had for all eternity in the Trinity, by making us his
children. All we have to do is repent and believe. He did everything else for us. During
the weekend we were able to spend some time reflecting on this incredible act of love
and to think about our response to it.

Here’s
everyone
on
Friday
evening
embracing
the
theme!

By Helen Hawley

�



Friday night’s fairy tale
madness of porridge tasting,
searching for magical beans,
and sleeping beauticians
activities.



Photo: I. Robinson

The walk

Dragons and castles quest.
(Castles were built from
salvaged materials, needed
to hold all the builders and
withstand various fairy
tale-themed attacks.)

The leaders

�
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A Praying Life
 by Paul E. Miller
NavPress 2017

During Lent I have chosen to review a
book on prayer: A Praying Life, by

Paul E. Miller. This is a challenging book,
which combines simplicity with a direct-
ness that gets right to the heart. It is aimed
at Christians, but I think many other peo-
ple would find it an instructive, challenging
and heartfelt book.

This month marks the 50th anniversary
of Simon and Garfunkel’s album Bridge
Over Troubled Water. When Art Garfunkel
was having great difficulty recording the
first verse of the title track, over lunch-
time he went into a church, and found
himself praying for a good recording.
“That afternoon,” he said, “I got lucky.”

Think about that: He prayed, and then
he got lucky? Was he lucky, or had God
answered his prayer? People pray, and
things happen. Some people might say
they “get lucky”. Christians call it
“answered prayer”. But people also pray,
and seem not to get an answer. Miller
tackles this in detail in the third part of the
book.

How do you pray? How should we
pray?

Prayer is … “nothing but talking to
God.” God wants to hear us. In a famous
verse from the Bible (Rev 3:20), he says,
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If
anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, I will come in to him and eat with
him and he with me.” God wants us to talk
to him as loving parents love to hear their
children open their hearts to them. “Many
people struggle to learn how to pray
because they are focusing on praying, not
on God …”

In preparation for this review, I have
been working through A Praying Life. What
I did not expect was the emotional impact
of this book, which is richly blessed with
personal stories, especially related to his
autistic daughter Kim. Time and again the
author and his wife pray for their daugh-
ter, and the prayers are answered, but in
totally unexpected ways, both challenging
and enriching. Their prayer for her to talk
took 25 years to be answered. I was very
moved by their faith, and the challenge to
open ourselves to direct and childlike
prayer.

Have you talked to God about what you
really want? Not because you think it is
what God wants to hear, but like a child,
saying just what you want, approaching
God like a small child approaching Mum or
Dad and expecting to be heard? If you
have children, you will know that you do
not always answer “yes” to the direct
question, but you hear the request and
deal with it in an appropriate and loving
way.

I was especially challenged by Part 3,
“Learning to ask your father.” One key
point is that we do not ask! We decide
that what we want to ask for doesn’t feel
right, so we try to find a way to do it with-
out asking God, and cut Him out of the
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loop. Instead of which we should all the
more bring our requests not only to God,
but also in to our close friends, who can
bring their wisdom to the prayer requests.

Some of what Miller has to say is pain-
fully direct: “If you pray for humility,
expect to be humbled.” I experienced this
as a young man: I needed the correction,
but I did not enjoy the experience!

What do I lose when I have a praying
life? Control, and independence.

What do I gain? Friendship with God, a
quiet heart. The loving work of God in the
hearts of those I love.

Miller goes into depth on why prayers
appear not to get answered; all of us find
this very difficult. Sometimes, we don’t
even ask! But do we get impatient? As he
says “Our ‘prayer doesn’t work’ often
means, ‘you didn’t do my will, in my way,
in my time.’” On unanswered prayer,
Miller talks about the importance of the

“desert experience.” When we don’t
receive what we pray for or desire, it
doesn’t mean that God isn’t acting on our
behalf; it will take time for us to learn
what God has to teach us.

In the final section of the book Miller
talks in practical ways of how to organise
our prayer. He uses prayer cards—a
straightforward way to arrange our
prayers into a regular way, more flexibly
than a simple list. I intend to try this, and
may have the opportunity to provide an
update on another occasion!

This is a challenging book: but anything
truly worthwhile is challenging.
—
Footnote:
Paul E. Miller leads a mission society called
seeJesus, “a global discipling mission helping
the church see and reflect the life, death and
resurrection of Christ through discipleship
resources and training.”

Andrew Jackson



Ted and Rachel Watts
Serving at the Good News
Hospital, Mandritsara,
Madagascar

We’re Ted and Rachel Watts and it is
two years ago this month that we

arrived in Mandritsara in northern Mada-
gascar so it feels like an appropriate
moment for an update! We are so thankful
for our partnership with St Alkmund’s,
Duffield and for your ongoing support for
the work of the Good News Hospital
here. It was great to catch up with many of
you during our home assignment last year,
but for those who don’t know us, we’d like
to introduce ourselves and what we’re up
to.

The Good News Hospital is part of a
project which started 25 years ago with
the aim of bringing gospel hope and com-
passionate medical care to people in the
Mandritsara region. Madagascar is one of
the poorest countries in the world, with
92% of the population living on less than
$1.90 per day. The majority of people live
in isolated rural communities and access
to medical care is poor. People may come
from several days walk in order to receive

care here—the nearest hospital providing
any surgical services is 200 km away.

We are both doctors (Ted is a surgeon
and Rachel is a paediatrician) and we have
two boys aged five and three. Ted first
visited Mandritsara as a medical student
back in 2004 and since that time we have
seen and felt God at work calling us back
to serve here. After language study in
France and in Madagascar’s capital we
moved to Mandritsara to work at the
Good News Hospital, a Christian mission
hospital offering medical, surgical, obstet-
ric and eye services to a district of around
250,000 people.

We’re conscious that at the moment
health and healthcare are very much in
people’s minds. At the time of writing this
article, Madagascar has yet to report any
cases of coronavirus, but it is easy to see
how the healthcare system of a country
with very limited resources could be over-
whelmed. During our time here Madagas-
car has seen significant outbreaks of plague
and then measles. However, at present,
the main challenges here are those diseas-
es which kill so many across the world
every day but which receive little atten-
tion, such as malaria or schistosomiasis—
treatable diseases which cause hundreds



of thousands of deaths worldwide each
year. We also see lots of malnutrition,
which affects almost half of children under
five in Madagascar, and complications of
pregnancy and childbirth which would be
easily treated in the UK but which have
devastating consequences here.

Even though coronavirus hasn’t reached
Madagascar as yet, as a team we are feeling
its effects. We and other team members
have had to reconsider plans for a break in
our home countries, and we are facing the
prospect of future volunteers being unable
to come. The impact is significant as we
are currently a small team, and are already
feeling stretched. Life here in Madagascar
is always full of uncertainty, and it feels as
though the whole world is experiencing
something of that right now.

However, in the midst of such uncer-
tainty, we know that God’s loving care for
us is sure and certain. We trust his sover-
eign rule and know that he is working all
things for our good. In our little church
here we often sing Psalm 121, the first
verses of which are “I lift up my eyes to

the mountains—where does my help
come from? My help comes from the
LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.”
Mandritsara is surrounded by hills and it is
great to be able to look up to them and be
reminded that our help comes from the
LORD. He made all things, he knows all
things and he cares for every one of his
children.

If you would like to know more about
us or the work of the Good News Hospi-
tal, or if you would like to receive updates
by email or WhatsApp to let you know
how you can be praying for us, please con-
tact us at wattsinmadagascar@gmail.com.



BENZ–BAVARIAN/DUFFIELD MOT CENTRE (Felix Frixou). All types of vehicles serviced and
repaired.  843756.

PLUMB-RITE SERVICES LTD (M. D. Moore, AIP, RP), Registered Plumber & Heating Engineer.
24-hour Service.  552485.  Mobile: 07966 162145.

M. R. BLACKWELL JOINERY for all your joinery requirements; windows, doors, property repairs,
fencing, roofing, etc; also uPVC.  Est. 1989.  Tel. 07976 684931.

WASHERCARE by Wayne Blount. Domestic Appliance Repairs.  01332 556593/ 07790 344881.

PEAK OIL PRODUCTS (Northern) Ltd. Heating oils, lubricants, farm and road fuels.
01773 550400/550417.

D. BLACKWELL. Electrical Services, Domestic Wiring and Rewiring, Showers, Security Alarms and
Lighting.  Experienced Registered Electrician; Free Estimates.  01773 748062.

TOWN STREET BARBERS, 20A Town Street. Walk-ins Welcome. No appointment necessary.
841632.

HOLBROOK HALL, Private Residential Home for the Elderly. (Both short- and long-stay
residents).  Tel. (01332) 880698.

DERWENT CARS (Duffield-based Taxi Service). Please call 01773 824824.

CROOTS FARM SHOP – Locally produced meat, Deli, produce, and a lot more. Visit our coffee shop
and look at our Shire Horses.  843032.

R & R PLUMBING AND HEATING.  For all your plumbing and gas requirements.
01332 554883 /07905 364694.

SATELLITE AERIAL SERVICES (Paul Flower) – FREEVIEW, repairs, re-tuning, extra points, FREE
ESTIMATES – Telephone: 01332 559246 or 07985 405244.

GREEN HAVEN GARDEN SERVICES. 30 years experience, all garden work undertaken. Hard to soft
landscaping. Friendly, reliable service. OAP rates. Call David: 01332 731000/07891669062.

CLEAN & BRIGHT DOMESTIC CLEANERS. For a friendly, reliable service  tel: 0796 906 4226,
or email: clairebloor@hotmail.co.uk.

MILFORD HOUSE at Milford, is a retirement home of elegance and distinction. It offers nursing and
residential care for long term or respite care. For further details please call  01332 841753.

ELLIS-FERMOR & NEGUS Solicitors—local and friendly expertise for all personal, business and charity advice.
Belper 01773 821665, Ripley 01773 744744. Online conveyancing quote on www.ellis-fermor.co.uk.

THOMAS BATTERLEY—Supplier of Electrical Appliances. TV Setups • Cabling • Freesat and
Freeview boxes • Aerial and Satellite Installation. 07894 732816; 01629 823883.

PIANOTUNERVERSE—Piano Tuning, Regulation and Repairs. Professional service from a committed
Christian. Contact Lorraine Bolger Dip. NSPT Cert. CMIT. 07841870219, lorrainebolger@pianotunerverse.com
or degandlorraine@btinternet.com

LAVELLE PLASTERING SERVICES. Little Eaton-based domestic plastering. Free estimates &
competitive prices. 0748387070/ lavelleplastering@gmail.com.

DERBYSHIRE TECH HELP—Computer, Phone, Tablet, WiFi & Home technology problems. Small business
advice & support also available. Call Andrew King—07494 535993 or visit www.derbyshiretechhelp.com.

LOCAL BUSINESS ADDRESSES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS

mailto:0748387070/lavelleplastering@gmail.com.
mailto:0748387070/lavelleplastering@gmail.com.

