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Dear Friends,
One of the paradoxical things that I

think the coronavirus has done for us is to
enable us to reconnect with our past in a
different way.

Many of us will have learned at school
about the great plague of 1665, or about
the black death of 1348, and we were
probably even aware of the outbreak of
‘Spanish Flu’ after World War I, but before
the last few months, they probably felt like
very distant events, not at all related to
how we live now—with our modern
medicine, we feel we have left these days
behind. We have heard of Sars, and even
Ebola, but they all stayed far away. Not
Covid-19.

And there is a sense, I think, in which
that connection with the past is a little
humbling for us. It’s not supposed to be
like that anymore. We’re not supposed to
have to stay indoors, or wear face masks,
or be restricted—that’s not how the world
is supposed to be.

But perhaps there is something healthy
in this as well. Because as well as
celebrating the many achievements of
modern medicine, and the great things
that we have been able to do as human
beings in the last hundred years or more,
it does us no harm to be reminded of our
own frailty, and the realities of life and
death. For all our achievements, we are far
from invincible.

Over the last couple of months at St
Alkmund’s we have been looking at the
first twelve chapters of the book of Isaiah,
and in these chapters the prophet keeps
warning the people about their hubris and
arrogance before God—about how they
think they can do everything in their own
strength, and how they act as if they have
no need of God. Here’s an example from
chapter 9:

The Lord has sent a word against Jacob,
and it will fall on Israel; and all the
people will know, Ephraim and the
inhabitants of Samaria, who say in pride
and in arrogance of heart: “The bricks
have fallen, but we will build with
dressed stones; the sycamores have been
cut down, but we will put cedars in their
place.” (Isaiah ch 9, vv 8–10, esv)

Here was God calling his people back to
himself, but they responded by trusting in
themselves, and in what they could do. It
might sound like courage and resilience to
rebuild with better stones, but it is really
arrogance and pride, acting as if they did
not need God.

As we find ourselves having more
empathy with the past as a result of recent
events, perhaps we too might consider
what these words might say to us.

Do join us Sunday by Sunday, at church
or online, as we continue to reflect on
Isaiah’s words together. (And you can
always catch up on our YouTube channel.)

I look forward to ‘seeing’ you.
Blessings,

The Vicar’s Letter

James Hughes
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This meeting of the Council took place with the Vicar, the Revd. Dr. James Hughes in the
Chair and nine other members present. Apologies were received from five members.

Welcome and Introductions
Meeting by Zoom to comply with Covid-19 restrictions, James welcomed members to the
second virtual meeting since the last actual meeting in March and began with thanks for
deliverance, prayer for people who are still isolating, and God’s guidance and wisdom in
challenging circumstances.

We have reopened!  The first actual service in St Alkmund’s since ‘lock-down’ in March
took place the previous day, July 19th, attended with ‘social distancing’ by around 50
people. Socialising after the service took place out of doors and without refreshments.
Under current instructions our church could accommodate 60–70, with a few more in the
Chancel. James thanked everyone who had worked to set up the new arrangements. The
service was also available on line and this worked pretty well with a few hiccups, which
experience will, no doubt, overcome.

It is intended to start services at St Paul’s on September 6th and also evening services
at St Alkmund’s, possibly with a different congregation from the mornings in order to
extend the number able to attend. It’s not yet clear what can be done about Youth and
Children’s Work because the Hall is not open for full use. We shall endeavour to have it
available by the start of the Autumn Term.

It is hoped to recommence a Church Prayer Meeting by Zoom on the first Wednesday
in September, but Virtual Growth groups continue to be the best focus for prayer,
discussion of the Bible and friendship.

Vision for the Church
In May 2018 the Church had an ‘Away Day’ at Hazelwood when about 80 people met and
contributed to a corporate Vision for our Church.

This evening, James talked through the first seven chapters of Acts describing the growth
of the early church and how their experience should speak to us now.

44/20 Financial Update
The Treasurer had provided a 2020 Half-Year statement. Whilst we have seen some impact
from coronavirus, this is less than anticipated/feared so we thank God for that.

The next meeting of the Duffield PCC will take place on Monday September 21st at
7.30pm. The date of the Annual Church Meeting will be announced in due course.

Any matters for discussion by the PCC should be with the Chairman 14 days beforehand.

Marion Taulbut
Hon PCC Secretary      dmtaulbut@btinternet.com

A report of the Parochial
Church Council Meeting
held by Zoom, on Monday, 20th July
2020, at 7.30pm



The Genius of Roses
A deep thinker and intensely religious, William Pegg (1775–1851) had an exceptional
talent for painting flowers. He was considered one of Royal Crown Derby's  finest
ceramics artists. His poem The Genius of Roses, written in 1848, combines his passion
for flowers with his religious ideals.

There are Roses of various hues
Of pale yellow, of red, or red-blues
And in nature the smooth China Rose
That keeps pace with the Moon, when it blows.

Rosa Mundys with stripes all across
Dwarfs and Majors and those fringed with moss
Multifloras with prickles all fild
And the shrubbery Roses half wild.

This rich group of sweet flowers is seen
In their beauty with foliage green
In his wisdom, the Lord hath designed
To prefigure the states of mankind.

The true characters there will appear
Which wills show their advance in his fear
Through the various grades into light
By their changes from black unto white.

Thus the churches of Christ may be known
By their forms, and this colour and tone
Jesus Christ is, of Sharon, the Rose
And the purest of any that grows.

Yet they all are accepted of God
Who have born, with sweet patience, his Rod
Notwithstanding their colour and size
They, in Jesus, to glory will rise.

All roses symbolize God's love at work and a glimpse
of a masterful creator in the world. Different colours
of roses also symbolize different spiritual concepts.
For some, in Christianity the five petals of the rose
represent Christ’s wounds from the crucifixion.
Typically, a white rose represents Christ's purity and
holiness. A red rose represents passion and Christ's
sacrificial blood. Yellow roses mean wisdom and joy,
pink roses mean gratitude and peace, and purple or
lavender roses mean wonder, awe, and change for
the better. Christians, too, may confirm that the
strong, sweet scent of a rose brings to mind the
powerful sweetness of love, which is the essence of
God.

With grateful thanks to Eliza's Flower Emporium on Town Street for kindly supplying roses
and photograph.

Paul Wiggins
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Following the recent easing of
lockdown restrictions by the

government, here at St Alkmund’s, we
have recently been able to take our first
tentative and gradual steps towards
returning to normality. On Sunday 19th
July, we held our first service back in
the church building—the first one in
church since 15th March, some four
months previously!

Inevitably, very many things are still
(quite rightly) very different to how
they would usually be. For safety
reasons, we are currently not able to
sing during the service—instead we
listen to, and reflect on, recordings of
hymns and songs; and we can’t take
communion, or serve our usual tea and
coffee afterwards. And, in common
with shops, restaurants and so on, we,
of course, have to maintain social
distancing, with alternate pews
currently closed off, a one-way system
in place and appropriate Covid-19

safety signage prominently on display
all around the building.

But, nevertheless, we now have the
opportunity to meet together again as
the church family and it has been good
to catch-up—from a safe social distance,
of course!—with friends old and new,
reminding ourselves of Hebrews 10,
verses 24–25: “…let us consider how to
stir up one another to love and good works,
not neglecting to meet together…but
encouraging one another…”. Naturally,
some of our church family are still
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unable to join us in person at the
present time due to coronavirus, and so
we have also started ‘livestreaming’ our
morning service via our YouTube
channel, for people to also ‘join’ the
service from home.

Grateful thanks are due to very many
people who have given of their time
and talents to make the re-opening of
church possible. Particular thanks go to
our Churchwarden Paul Linford, and
Martin Boyce, Alastair Boyd, Phil
O’Brien and Martin Oliver—Paul’s team
of ‘keyholders’, who all spent time
putting up the safety signage, closing-
off pews and working out a system of
safe social distancing. Thanks, too, to
those on our welcome team who have
been carefully showing people to their
seats and helping to ensure everybody
keeps to a safe distance. And huge
thanks to Richard Burton, who has used
his considerable IT expertise and
experience to enable us to livestream
the services, installing a camera and
running goodness knows how many
metres of Ethernet cable around the
church building!

We extend an open invitation to
everyone to join us each Sunday for our
morning service at 10am. Whether that
is through being in the actual church
building (if you are intending to come
to church, it would be helpful if you
could let the Vicar or the church office
know, due to constraints on numbers
arising from social distancing), or
through watching the livestream of the
service on our United Benefice YouTube
channel [which can be found at
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheUnited
BeneficeofDuffieldLittleEaton]; you will
be very welcome, as we seek as a
church family to be “devoted to God and
devoted to one another”.

James Rollin
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The walk

The leaders

Saying goodbye is never easy. But knowing that it is not final definitely helps. One
of the most wonderful things about my job as a youth and children’s worker is

that I get to be involved in the lives of the next generation, as they grow into adults
and sculpt themselves, with the help of the Spirit, into the people God has called them
to be.

This year, for me, marks a particular era. I have had the amazing privilege of being
the youth leader of a group of young people for the whole of their journey through
secondary school. I’ve watched them morph from children—to teenagers—to adults,
and have shared in the highs and lows of life with them.

And now, with the end of this particularly unusual academic year drawing to a close,
I have found myself saying goodbye to a group of young adults who are living for
Jesus and seeking to bring more light than darkness into every situation they find
themselves in. They are each marked by kindness and love for both God and for other
people. They have inquisitive minds and are truth seekers, and they know that Jesus
is the most wonderful news that any of us will ever hear.

It has been such an honour to know them and to watch them grow up over the years
as we have met weekly to have fun together and to explore the Bible. I’ve shared this
privilege with a team of brilliant people, who have turned up week after week to our
youth group on Tuesday nights. They have helped create a safe space for teenagers
to ask all their difficult questions about Christianity, to talk about real life and to share
in the joy of knowing Jesus. It has been like a family, and although it is time to send
them off into their adult lives, to university or into the world of work, we hope that
they know that they will remain in our hearts, thoughts and prayers as they go.

Youth and Children
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And so what are the final words that I would wish for them to take with them into
their adult lives? No one says it better than the Apostle Paul in his letter to the
Philippians:

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: rejoice! Let your gentleness be
evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever
is  right,  whatever  is  pure,  whatever  is  lovely,  whatever  is  admirable—if
anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. Whatever you
have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice.
And the God of peace will be with you.” ( Philippians 4:4–9)

To all our Year Thirteens, thank you for the wonderful years of friendship. Lots of
love, Your Ignition Leaders.

Helen Hawley
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It was at the beginning of April this year that the
All England Lawn Tennis Club announced the
cancellation of the 134th Wimbledon Cham-
pionships due to the coronavirus pandemic. This
was the first time Wimbledon had been can-
celled since World War II. It was also the first
time since the tournament began in 1877 that
the event would not be played during peacetime.

E ighty-five years ago this
month, on 21st August

1935, the Rev John Hartley,
the British tennis champion
died. He was the world’s
number one player in 1879
and 1880 when he won the
championship in successive
years, the only clergyman ever to have won
Wimbledon.

To his parishioners in the small North
Yorkshire village of Burneston he was simply
the Rev John Thorneycroft Hartley, a mild-
mannered man of the cloth. To the outside
world, however, he was John Hartley, win-
ner of the men’s singles title at Wimbledon;
the first player ever to retain the famous
trophy.

Born in Wolverhampton in 1849, Hartley
took up lawn tennis in his 20s after moving
to Burneston to take up his priestly duties.

His first Wimbledon title came at the age
of 30 when he beat Vere Thomas St Leger
Goold 6–2, 6–4, 6–2 in the final. The follow-
ing year he returned to Wimbledon, beating
H. F. Lawford 6–2, 2–6, 6–3.

His game was largely a defensive one,
striving to return every ball, and seeking to
keep it in play until his opponent made a
forced error.

And his faith also played a part in his game
in that he was not prepared to play into the
middle weekend of the tournament; instead,
the Reverend Hartley caught the train back
to Yorkshire in order to conduct services as
was his usual practice each Sunday. When he
learned that one of his parishioners was ill
and likely to die, Hartley went to see him
and spent the whole night there until the
man died in the early hours of Monday
morning. He then went back to the vicarage,
collected some sandwiches, rode his horse
to Thirsk station and got the train to
London. From King’s Cross he took a horse-
drawn cab to Wimbledon and changed into
his tennis clothes whilst on the journey.

Hartley was probably helped in his semi-
final match against C. F. Parr as, inevitably,
rain interrupted play, giving him a chance of
recovery from his journey.

Unlike modern day greats, Hartley was an
amateur, earning nothing for his exploits;
simply playing for the love of the game.

He remained in North Yorkshire as
Canon John T Hartley, Vicar of Burneston
and Rural Dean of Ripon, until 1919, when
he retired from active ministry. In 1926, at
the Golden Jubilee championships, he was
presented with a Silver medal by Queen
Mary, as one of thirty-four surviving cham-
pions. He died in 1935, in Knaresborough,
Yorkshire, at the age of 86 years.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts
with praise—Psalm 100:4—surely the tennis
player’s Psalm!

Mike Severn
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R & R
PLUMBING AND HEATING

MAINTENANCE — REPAIR — INSTALLATION
• Gas Safe Registered Gas Installer • Plumbing Services •

• Landlord Certificates • Gas Fire & Boiler Servicing • Boiler Changes •
• Central Heating Installations • Bathroom Installations •

• An Excellent Friendly Service • Competitive Prices Guaranteed •

TEL: 01332 554883  MOBILE: 07905 364694
Laburnum Crescent, Allestree, Derby

CALL FOR
FREE

QUOTE

•   TV Aerial repairs and installations
•   FREEVIEW wideband digital aerials
•   FREESAT installations
•   SKY installations, dish realignment and MAGIC EYE

•   Additional points and telephone points installed

Call Paul today for a
free estimate

TEL: 07985405244 or
01332 559246

ALLESTREE SATELLITE AERIAL SERVICES
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“WE ought to hold a party,” Rosemary
said.

I smiled: “What do you have in mind? I
have a suspicion that your friends may be in
for a shock. Or do I suspect that you are
about to reveal more of my youthful
enthusiasms that I hoped would stay
hidden?”

“Well, Ralph, you know that the good
people of the Parish are pulling their hair
out trying to get over the shock. I suspect
that there will be a good number of
rumours … I mean ‘theories’ … to explain
our sudden engagement. I think we should
give them some pointers, or at least add
some seed to the rumour mill.”

“So, as I thought, my misspent youth will
doubtless form part of this. How are you
going to do it?”

“For a start, I’m going to suggest that we
have a Music Quiz. We’ll see if they bite,
and then play it from there!”

--- ooo OOO ooo ---

“THEY can’t be serious!” said Audrey.
“Oh, but they are,” I replied. “They want

a Music Quiz for their engagement party.”
“I had hoped that they might like a barn

dance—we haven’t had a good knees-up
for a while: and the Smokin’ Yokels can be
relied to put a good show,” said Pam.

‘Well, knowing Rosemary, I don’t doubt
that we will all be feeling a little inadequate,
but much better informed by the end of
the evening,” said Alan.

“I don’t know,” I replied, thinking hard.
“I think it could be an entertaining event,
and if that’s what they want it would be
churlish to deny them such a simple
pleasure.”

“MM, I wonder,” Pam turned to me as Alan
and Audrey left. “I think Rosemary and
Ralph are working on something together.”

“Yes, no doubt there will be more than
we expect; I have a suspicion that we will
be leaving the event with a new viewpoint,
but I have no idea what it will be.”

“Yes.  But I hope we won’t be too
embarrassed!”

— ooo OOO ooo —

SO, the date was set, and arrangements for
food and drink sorted with remarkable
speed once the ‘Ladies activity planning
team’ had burst into action. Ralph and
Rosemary politely, but firmly, declining any
offers of help with the organisation of the
musical elements of the party: it became
clear over the intervening few weeks that a
great deal of  organisation was required.

The first indication that more was
planned than suspected was when Ralph
and Rosemary invited Pam and I to lunch.

“Let me get this clear,” I said. “You will
need a live music licence for your party?”

“Yes indeed,” declared Ralph, “only we
will need you to make the request without
knowing all the details!”

I pulled a face: “Is this … legal?”
Ralph glared at me, and stated with im-

perial authority, “I … will … make … it …
legal,” which demolished the argument,
and left the women bemused as we grinned
wryly at each other.

Sometime later, as we were preparing to
leave, Audrey took Pam into the kitchen to
discuss party food, and Ralph turned to
me.

“Paul, I need to ask you to help with a
couple of things for the party, but I need

A Change of Opinion

�
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 your promise that you won’t share
them with anyone, even Pam.”

“OK,” I said, “but we have agreed in our
marriage that in these circumstances we
tell each other that we are keeping secrets,
honourable secrets, and do not attempt to
pry, however tempting.”

“An excellent model,” said Ralph, “I
agree to your terms!”

“Oh, and how uptight are you about
words in entertainment?”

I raised an eyebrow heavenwards,
“What exactly do you have in mind?”

“Shall we say ‘terms used in popular cul-
ture, but not usually in church circles.’ ”

“I don’t intend to be a spoilsport, but
don’t embarrass me too much!”

— ooo OOO ooo —

THERE was a full turn out for the party. As
well as the expected

invitations, Ralph
and Rosemary

had thrown the party
open to the whole

church, and gone out of their way to bring
in anyone else who fancied a party. Fortu-
nately, we have a very good-sized hall,
which can be partitioned. Ralph (with my
tacit support) had asked for the partitions
to be closed, to give a cosy atmosphere.

Ralph stood up to get the festivities
underway.

“Thank you all for your best wishes, and
especially for coming to our party. We
won’t keep you waiting long, so Alan,
please will you pray for us?”

“Heavenly Father, we thank you for
bringing Ralph and Rosemary together, we
thank you for this opportunity to celebrate
their engagement, and we thank you for
this food and all our fellowship together, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen!”

“And now, please fill your plates, and
open your ears for our meal and
entertainment”

The food was good, and the church
music group played a couple of quieter
songs to set the mood.

As the meal came to an end, Ralph rose
again.

“As you know, we have asked for a
music quiz this evening. On your tables you
will find sheets for your answers. And we
may find out who knows the most.”

Well, a most unusual quiz it was. The
first question was typical of the anarchy to
follow.

“What is the key signature for Bach’s
Sonata for Solo Flute … in A Minor?”

There was a stunned bewilderment,
followed by a lot of chuckles, whilst from
the direction of the musicians came a stage
whisper: “I can play that!”

“What is unusual about the saxophone
solo at the beginning of the Roxy Music
version of Let’s Stick Together?”

“Did you know that Jim
Watkins can play the guitar
solo from Layla? Answer Yes
or No.”

And so it went on. For every
question, there was either a
quirky answer, or the question was direct-
ly related to somebody, family or group in
the party. How they had done it I don’t
know, but Rosemary and Ralph had man-
aged to bring everyone into the quiz.

“We’ll take a quick break while we
check the answers. Please make sure you
have topped up your drinks for the finale.”

Pam and I raised our eyebrows, and
wondered what was going to happen to
top off the evening.

--- ooo OOO ooo ---

�
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THE clapping from the quiz results was
dying down, when Rosemary stood up.
Only then did it become apparent that
Ralph was not there, and I noticed that
there were a few other empty seats.

“Thank you all for coming tonight. And
now, I’d like to take the opportunity to tell
you how Ralph and I first met …”

The lights were dimmed,
the partition doors
were pushed back,
and music burst
from the band in
the annexe.

The band comprised an older couple of
visitors, three  very musical teenagers, and
… Ralph! He was dressed in his best 70s
glam gear, and the group launched into a
very good rendition of C’mon, feel the
Noize, followed by others, including Billy

Joel’s You may be right, I may be crazy, and
then Teenage Kicks. The most intriguing
item was The Cars’ My best friend’s girl (but
she used to be mine)!

--- ooo OOO ooo ---

ROSEMARY was glowing in memories past,
and joy present. And to cap the evening,
Ralph stepped aside from the mike, and
took Rosemary’s hand, and they launched
into a very slick and well-practised jive.

“Well,” she said breathlessly a few
minutes later, “now you know!”

But, I pondered, we don’t really know
much at all yet.

— ooo OOO ooo —

  Andrew Jackson July 2020. This story follows
on from last month. None of the characters is
based on anyone I know!

Christian Ditties and Sayings
• No matter how many steps you have

taken away from God, it only takes one
step to get back. God’s grace and
mercy are only one step away.

• Life is not always fair, but … God is
always faithful.

• What a joy to wake up knowing we are
loved by such an amazing God.

• Worrying doesn’t change anything, but
trusting in God changes everything.

• The sweetest time of the day is when
you pray, because that is when you are
talking to the one who loves you most.

• Many books can inform you, but only
the Bible can transform you.

• Focus on pleasing God, not people.



BENZ–BAVARIAN/DUFFIELD MOT CENTRE (Felix Frixou). All types of vehicles serviced and
repaired.  843756.

PLUMB-RITE SERVICES LTD (M. D. Moore, AIP, RP), Registered Plumber & Heating Engineer.
24-hour Service.  552485.  Mobile: 07966 162145.

M. R. BLACKWELL JOINERY for all your joinery requirements; windows, doors, property repairs,
fencing, roofing, etc; also uPVC.  Est. 1989.  Tel. 07976 684931.

WASHERCARE by Wayne Blount. Domestic Appliance Repairs.  01332 556593/ 07790 344881.

PEAK OIL PRODUCTS (Northern) Ltd. Heating oils, lubricants, farm and road fuels.
01773 550400/550417.

D. BLACKWELL. Electrical Services, Domestic Wiring and Rewiring, Showers, Security Alarms and
Lighting.  Experienced Registered Electrician; Free Estimates.  01773 748062.

TOWN STREET BARBERS, 20A Town Street. Walk-ins Welcome. No appointment necessary.
841632.

HOLBROOK HALL, Private Residential Home for the Elderly. (Both short- and long-stay
residents).  Tel. (01332) 880698.

DERWENT CARS (Duffield-based Taxi Service). Please call 01773 824824.

CROOTS FARM SHOP – Locally produced meat, Deli, produce, and a lot more. Visit our coffee shop
and look at our Shire Horses.  843032.

R & R PLUMBING AND HEATING.  For all your plumbing and gas requirements.
01332 554883 /07905 364694.

SATELLITE AERIAL SERVICES (Paul Flower) – FREEVIEW, repairs, re-tuning, extra points, FREE
ESTIMATES – Telephone: 01332 559246 or 07985 405244.

GREEN HAVEN GARDEN SERVICES. 30 years experience, all garden work undertaken. Hard to soft
landscaping. Friendly, reliable service. OAP rates. Call David: 01332 731000/07891669062.

CLEAN & BRIGHT DOMESTIC CLEANERS. For a friendly, reliable service  tel: 0796 906 4226,
or email: clairebloor@hotmail.co.uk.

MILFORD HOUSE at Milford, is a retirement home of elegance and distinction. It offers nursing and
residential care for long term or respite care. For further details please call  01332 841753.

ELLIS-FERMOR & NEGUS Solicitors—local and friendly expertise for all personal, business and charity advice.
Belper 01773 821665, Ripley 01773 744744. Online conveyancing quote on www.ellis-fermor.co.uk.

THOMAS BATTERLEY—Supplier of Electrical Appliances. TV Setups • Cabling • Freesat and
Freeview boxes • Aerial and Satellite Installation. 07894 732816; 01629 823883.

PIANOTUNERVERSE—Piano Tuning, Regulation and Repairs. Professional service from a committed
Christian. Contact Lorraine Bolger Dip. NSPT Cert. CMIT. 07841870219, lorrainebolger@pianotunerverse.com
or degandlorraine@btinternet.com

LAVELLE PLASTERING SERVICES. Little Eaton-based domestic plastering. Free estimates &
competitive prices. 0748387070/ lavelleplastering@gmail.com.

DERBYSHIRE TECH HELP—Computer, Phone, Tablet, WiFi & Home technology problems. Small business
advice & support also available. Call Andrew King—07494 535993 or visit www.derbyshiretechhelp.com.

LOCAL BUSINESS ADDRESSES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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