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Dear Friends,
By the time you read this letter, the Church
building should be open again for services
on a Sunday morning—we’re aiming at the
moment for the 19th July—and we are
looking forward to celebrating some wed-
dings at the end of the month.

But coming back to church is going to
look and feel very different. We will be
roping off pews to ensure appropriate
social distancing, marking the aisles for a
one way system, and not singing. At the
same time, we are continuing to put the
service out on our YouTube channel—
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheUnitedBe
neficeofDuffieldLittleEaton, so that people
joining us at church, and people joining us
at home can share the experience as much
as possible.

Of course, we’re not the only people
‘reopening with caveats’. And we have
benefited enormously over the last few
months from modern technology. But still,
as we move forward, we know this is not
where we want to be, and we look forward
to the time when things will be restored,
when things will be ‘normal’ again.

And actually, there is probably
something healthy about that sense of
dissatisfaction with the present, and hopes
for a better future. Many of us have found
the time during lockdown to be one of re-

evaluating priorities, and asking questions
about what kind of people we want to be,
and what kind of community we want to
be, when lockdown lifts. We need to keep
hold of these intentions as things open up.

A sense of dissatisfaction with the
present, with sin and suffering and death
and loss, with injustice and inequality and
all the other things we don’t like about our
world, is always a central part of what it
means to be a follower of Jesus Christ. That
involves engagement with the present, but
an engagement with the present that looks
forward with confidence to a brighter
future. Right at the end of the Bible, we read
this promise in the book of Revelation:

And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is
with man. He will dwell with them, and they
will be his people, and God himself will be
with them as their God. He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be
no more, neither shall there be mourning,
nor crying, nor pain any more, for the
former things have passed away.”
 (Revelation chapter 21 verses 3 and 4)

At the heart of the Christian hope is the
promise of a brighter future. As we
experience discontent with the present, let
me encourage you to explore this hope. You
are also welcome to join us—whether in
person or online—to find out more.

Yours in Christ,

The Vicar’s Letter

James Hughes
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This meeting of the Council took place with the Vicar, the Revd Dr James Hughes in
the Chair and all remaining 14 other members present. The Vicar opened the meeting
by praying to God our Heavenly Father that he would be with us in these challenging
circumstances, would help us to hear each other, to understand what is happening
at church and elsewhere and to have the wisdom to see what we should be doing in
the future.

Meeting by Zoom to comply with Covid-19 restrictions, James welcomed PCC
members to the first virtual meeting since the actual meeting in March. The Revd
David Barnsley has begun his new appointment with Trinity Church Buxton.

Ministry Update
Under the circumstances most Ministry is Virtual. Sunday Mornings at Duffield,
Tuesday Morning Prayer and Thursdays with Psalms all by YouTube;  Little Eaton
Sunday afternoons and Home Groups meet by Zoom. There have been Lunchtime
Concerts, Songs of Praise, Children’s & Youth groups. Thanks were given to the Youth
Leaders for their excellent contributions.

It was agreed that we would not reopen the building for private prayer at the moment
as the builders still have work to do and toilets are not available owing to the flood
restorations.

No corporate worship of any kind is permitted. So as we can pray anywhere we
should. Small Groups are particularly fitted for this—subjects for prayer could be
exchanged where confidentiality is not an issue.

• Nevertheless, Building Work is going well. The Hall will be redecorated with
a newly sealed floor.

• All electric points have been reinstated one metre from floor as a precaution
against future flood damage.

• The Office and Kitchen will be refitted, with a new floor in the kitchen and
hygiene sheeting on the wall in place of tiles.
Thanks were given to Rosemary Bull for her work on the design.

We may assume that we might reopen for services in September, but that will
inevitably leave some people not feeling safe to join in and we must ensure that we
have live or recorded services available to them. Also, the present streamed services
are reaching people not previously part of the congregation and we need to keep them
involved.

A report of the Parochial
Church Council Meeting
held by Zoom, on Monday, 15th June
2020, at 7.30pm
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Church Annual Meeting
The current Diocesan advice says the ACM must be actually held by October 31st.
All existing PCC members will remain so until then. If it is deemed not possible to
hold an actual meeting there will have to be further advice from the Diocese.

It was agreed that we would arrange a Church Away Weekend in 2021 and that those
congregation members attending would cover all the costs both for themselves and
staff members. It would be good to have something pleasant to look forward to.

The next meeting of the Duffield PCC will take place by Zoom on Monday July 20th
at 7.30pm

The date of the Annual Church Meeting will be announced in due course.

Any matters for discussion by the PCC should be with the Chairman 14 days
beforehand.

Marion Taulbut
Hon PCC Secretary      dmtaulbut@btinternet.com
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Where’s the Bear?

#Where’stheBear

Now that we are able to travel a little bit more, Alkmund has been
having a bit of a short holiday. Here he is pictured enjoying a picnic in
the sunshine. As Alkmund is the church bear, it’s good to see that his
friend has remembered to take his Bible on holiday with him!

Alkmund hopes everybody is OK whatever they’re up to and reminds
us to stay safe and keep on washing our hands! (And paws!)

For further details visit our YouTube channel at
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheUnitedBeneficeofDuffieldLittleEaton

Or access our social media websites at
www.stalkmundsduffield.co.uk or www.littleeatonchurch.co.uk

Facebook: St Alkmund’s Church Duffield or St Paul’s Church Little Eaton
Twitter: @StAlksDuffield

Linkedin: linkedin.com/company/st-alkmund

Online Services
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•   TV Aerial repairs and installations
•   FREEVIEW wideband digital aerials
•   FREESAT installations
•   SKY installations, dish realignment and MAGIC EYE

•   Additional points and telephone points installed

Call Paul today for a
free estimate

TEL: 07985405244 or
01332 559246

ALLESTREE SATELLITE AERIAL SERVICES

The Connecting of People
Early episodes of The Saint are distinguished by the late Sir Roger Moore
as Simon Templar breaking the “fourth wall” (a performance convention)

and speaking to the audience in character. Equally
determined to foster good relations with TV viewers was
the author and storyteller Roald Dahl in his introduction
of self-written Tales of the Unexpected. Both men
provided a welcome to audiences and a basis for continual interest.

Jesus valued the connecting of people, too, which benefits both giver and
receiver. He gave undistracted attention to people in need, responded to
requests of help even when he was going somewhere else. Jesus
gave his time despite others thinking it was a waste of time or
they could not be bothered. He listened and acted when it was
needed, whilst others turned a “blind eye”. Moreover, he related to
people’s thoughts and feelings and understood that new ideas need to
be connected with existing frames of reference if they are to last. Jesus
seldom pressed for “closure” or a decision. Instead, he understood that
time is required for ideas to simmer and for people to own them before
they act on them. At times Jesus delivered the unexpected, examples of
which are in the Gospels.

Effective “connection” is described by Dr Brene Brown as “the energy that
exists between people when they feel seen, heard and valued; when they can give
and receive without judgment; and when they derive sustenance and strength from
the relationship.” That “energy” existed between Jesus and the people he met.

Paul Wiggins
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‘Monday to Friday Living’

I was raised in a Christian family;
both my Mother and my Father were
dedicated Christians and as a young

child I was taught to say my prayers
kneeling against the bed at night. So my
Christian story is not one of a dramatic
‘Paul on the road to Damascus’ conver-
sion to faith; instead, it has been a
process of continually strengthening my
belief over a number of years in various
different ways.

I was born in 1934; thus when the
Second World War broke out I was five
years old. Two particular incidents
during the war brought my Christian
belief into sharp focus—one was during
the build-up to D-Day in 1944 and the
other was on 30th May 1943, when we
were machine-gunned on the way to
Sunday school!

Walking to Sunday school in the
centre of Torquay, an ailing German
Bomber that was being pursued by a
Spitfire fighter suddenly started firing at
us. All the adults in our party quickly
flung us children to the ground to try
and protect us and we could see and hear
the bullets landing very near to us as the
plane passed overhead—a very close
call!

Both incidents made me realise that
there was a God protecting us and it was
necessary to say thank you to him. That

it was ever more necessary for me to
have a strong belief in Jesus Christ to
sustain me throughout the war.

My schooldays ended dramatically in
the 1950s as I was about to go into the 6th
Form, when unfortunately my Father
was made redundant. There was
therefore no income coming into the
house, and hence my Mother told me to
leave school and get a job. This was a
dramatic change in my life and I
remember going into my church during
the days before starting work and
praying for God to help me make the
right decision.

I started work as an apprentice
photographer at a company in Torquay,
subsequently joining another firm and
gaining professional qualifications in
photography. In 1965, I moved to Derby
to join Rolls-Royce in their photography
department; initially I was involved with
their darkrooms and photographic pro-
cessing, before subsequently working on
company videos, including training
films.

Outside of work, music has been my
hobby throughout my life; I had a family
who were musical and so it was obvious
that I would end up doing something in
that field. Although I didn’t play an
instrument, I could read music and so I
became a singer. I have been in choirs

Ken Spruce reflects on how his faith has had a major impact on
his life over many years, from sustaining him through the
difficult days of World War Two, through a 28-year career at
Rolls-Royce, and as he seeks to teach both the young and old alike
about the Lord.
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praising God throughout the years, both
through singing church music in
services and also in singing classical
music by famous composers.

I met my wife June by coincidence at
her sister’s wedding—I was doing the
photographs and June was a brides-
maid! Hearing June singing at the
wedding made me realise that we had a
lot in common musically! June also came
from a Christian background and we
have been able to praise the Lord
together through our singing over very
many years—we celebrate our 60th
‘Diamond’ wedding anniversary in
October this year.

Having June with me and our
connection with Duffield for over 40
years has increased my faith, even
throughout difficult periods in our life.
Recently our faith was really and truly
tested when June was diagnosed with
Rheumatoid Arthritis and had to have
two major operations on her spine,
which as you can imagine was the most
dramatic and trying of times. Thankfully
she came through successfully, for
which we give great thanks, and
ultimately our faith and hope in the Lord
was strengthened.

Whilst I have always had a strong
Christian belief, for many years my faith
was purely a very personal thing and I
had never had the confidence to lead in a
Christian context or freely express my
faith. All that changed, however, when
the church congregation had a weekend
away at Broomborough College in the
late 1990s, just before our previous Vicar
Mark Pickles started at St Alkmund’s.

I was on the arranging committee for

the event and among other members
was a former Lay Reader at St
Alkmund’s, who insisted that I lead
prayers over the weekend! I had never
done anything publicly up to that point,
but from that moment on my belief
became something I could share openly
with others and since then the Lord has
used me to lead both the very young and
also those more mature in their Christian
lives.

For the past 15 years or so, I have been
involved with Open the Book, a national
charity of volunteers who go into
primary school assemblies to read and
act out Bible stories, and my wife June
has also been involved in making props
and costumes. Open the Book celebrated
20 years in 2019 and has been part of the
Bible Society since 2013. At the opposite
end of the age spectrum, for a number of
years I have also led one of the St
Alkmund’s home Bible-study ‘Growth
Groups’, with my group being made up
of some of the more mature members of
the congregation.

Both of these volunteering activities
have had their ups and downs over the
years. Nevertheless, it is a great pleasure
for me to help in leading and guiding
both young and old alike in their faith
and knowledge of the Lord.

June and I thank the Lord each day for
the wonderful strength he gives us to
carry on and we are very grateful to our
Vicar James Hughes, as well as his
predecessor Mark Pickles, and all the St
Alkmund’s church family for helping us
to continue believing in our Lord Jesus
Christ and everything He has to offer in
our lives.  •
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FROM the Northern Annals for 800 we read:
‘Alkmund, the son…………….of King Alhred, was seized by the guards of King
Eardwulf (of Northumbria) and by his order was killed along with his fellow fugitives’.
So far as we can tell, this happened in Derby, still at that time called by its Saxon name
of Northworthy. It was at the northern boundary of the Midland Kingdom of Mercia
ruled by Kenwulf who, like his predecessor Offa, had given sanctuary to refugees
from Alkmund’s home of Northumbria. Kenwulf responded to Eardwulf’s incursion
and violence by deploying the might of the church. Since the new Canon law protected
royal martyrs by the charge of sacrilege and Mercia then had its own Archbishop
Hygeberht at Litchfield he arranged for him to petition Rome to declare Alkmund a
Martyr and Saint. A mid-9ᵗhC. Anglo-Saxon document known as ‘The Resting Places
of the Saints’ refers to ‘Saint Alkmund in the minster called Northworthy beside the
River Derwent’. This resting place was a huge sarcophagus. Something like 2½ tons
of stone had been cut from a quarry, several miles north of the town, rough-hewn
there, transported at around one ton weight to the existing stone church, then
finish-carved. The expensive decoration on four sides and the lid was done because
originally it stood above ground. It was discovered when the Victorian church was
demolished to make way for the inner ring road and can be seen today in Derby
Museum.

Our Patron Saint … Part 2

The early 9th century sarcophagus
of St. Alkmund, as found in the
church of St. Alkmund in Derby in
1967.
From a photograph by Derek Wigley

The church at Northworthy was a
Minster, that is to say it had a group
of ministers who travelled out into the
countryside around to evangelise the
population and set up associated
village churches. One such must have
been at Duffield, and may account for
its dedication also to St Alkmund.

There was certainly a Christian community in the 8ᵗhC. at Wirksworth, nine miles NW
of Duffield because a remarkable Anglo-Saxon tomb lid of that period survives in the
church there. The river rising in Wirksworth and joining the Derwent by Duffield
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The walk

The leaders

Church is called the Ecclesbourne—a Latin + Saxon name meaning ‘stream of the church
(or churches)’—a term which could refer either to buildings or people of a Christian
church.

This settled existence was interrupted by the sudden arrival of the Danes which
through the 9ᵗhC. grew from summer raiding to resident colonisation. It was in 877
that Northworthy with its surrounding countryside was taken over by Danish
warriors and the town was renamed Deoraby: ‘settlement by the Dwr’. The Saxons
continued the fight, led from Wessex by King Alfred, and later by his two elder
children Edward and Ethelfleda with her husband Ethelred ealdorman of Mercia.
Following defeat, the Danish chiefs accepted Christian baptism and later agreed ‘The
Danelaw’ which limited the area of their rule. Derby was well inside the Danelaw.

It is remarkable that so far saintly remains had stayed undisturbed by the fighting,
but by 906 during a truce Ethelred and Ethelfleda are known to have removed the
remains of St Oswald from the Viking-ruined monastery of Bardney (8 miles East of
Lincoln, i.e. far into the Danelaw) to the burh built at Gloucester by Ethelred on a
Roman foundation. After her husband’s death in 911, Ethelfleda, by now known as
‘the Lady of the Mercians’ continued to rule. It seems likely that she sent for the relics
of St Alkmund to be brought from neglect in Danish Derby to her fortress of
Shrewsbury. The tradition that she founded the church of St Alkmund’s there in 912
is part of the tradition that says Ethelfleda was descended from Alkmund. Her
grandmother was a Mercian and Alkmund spent his youth in Mercia so it’s not
impossible. Ethelfleda’s great-nephew Edgar, King of Wessex and England, seems an
important part of the circumstantial evidence: some 40 years after her death he
enlarged the estates of St Alkmund’s at Shrewsbury by 10 “prebendary” manors to
support 10 Canons ‘because he was of the family of…Alkmund’. By the 1140s the
coming of the Normans had brought changes in ownership and these manors were
now supporting the new French Abbey at Lilleshall. St Alkmund’s church in Derby
saw an opportunity to recover ‘their’
saint. Excavations in 1967 showed a
12ᵗhC. extension at the east end of the
church and earlier excavations when the
Victorian church was being built had
found this highly carved 6ft. stone slab with Norman decoration buried in the chancel.

The distinguished 18ᵗhC. author of The Lives of the Saints, Alban Butler, says in his
entry for St Alkmund that he had ‘in his hands’ a manuscript sermon preached in the
Derby church ‘about the year 1140’ which ‘gives a particular history of the translation
of his relics to Derby’. No doubt the relics ended up in the Derwent at the Reformation,
but the stone slab, when last seen, was in the church of St Alkmund Kedleston Road.
We at Duffield are one of six churches bearing his name in this country.

M & D Taulbut
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Having trouble
getting through?
Have you ever become
frustrated when phoning, for
example, one of the utility
companies or the bank?  In
trying to impart or obtain a piece
of information, we are taken, via
a call centre through numerous
menus by an automated voice,
interspersed with interludes of
soothing, synthetic music.
Recently, on one such tele-
phonic quest, I thought, how
blessed we are that prayer isn’t
as difficult and frustrating as this!
Can you imagine …

‘Oh! Hello, it’s Mike;
Could I speak to Father please?’

‘Hello caller, you’ve reached the
celestial switchboard. Just to
inform you that this call is being
recorded and may be used for
training purposes. Please hold.’

MUSIC . . .

‘If you are praying a new prayer,
please press 1 on your keypad.
If it is an existing prayer and you
are checking progress, press 2.
If you are making a complaint
either about an answered or un-
answered prayer, please press 3.
If you are requesting an
information pack about praying
on the Internet, please press 4.

If you want a current statement
of answered prayer, press 5.
If you want a direct line to God
the Father, press 6.’

‘Ah! That’s the one, 6’

MUSIC . . .

‘Please hold caller, you are in a
queue.’

MUSIC . . .

‘Please continue to hold caller,
you are seventh in a queue.’

MUSIC . . .

Please continue to hold, you are
moving up the queue.’

MUSIC . . .

‘Caller, you are in a queue;
please hold or try again later.’

‘Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh!!!!!!!!!’

Worry not – 1 John 5:14 assures us.

This is the confidence we have in
approaching God; that if we ask
anything according to His will, he
hears us.

Mike Severn
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R & R
PLUMBING AND HEATING

MAINTENANCE — REPAIR — INSTALLATION
• Gas Safe Registered Gas Installer • Plumbing Services •

• Landlord Certificates • Gas Fire & Boiler Servicing • Boiler Changes •
• Central Heating Installations • Bathroom Installations •

• An Excellent Friendly Service • Competitive Prices Guaranteed •

TEL: 01332 554883  MOBILE: 07905 364694
Laburnum Crescent, Allestree, Derby

CALL FOR
FREE

QUOTE

Christian Ditties and Sayings
• No one is ever too lost to be saved by God’s Amazing Grace.

• God speaks to those who take time to listen and he listens to those who take time to
pray.

• Never base your faith on your feelings. Base it on God’s word.

• When we have nothing left but God, we discover that God is enough.
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M y wife and I had been unsettled since
the Harvest Supper Spat last month.

It can be very uncomfortable when you
have upset a good friend, especially when
you feel that people are looking up to you
as churchwarden. I raised the subject with
Pam after our morning prayer time
together.

“You know, Rosemary still hasn’t
forgiven us.”

“Well it isn’t really surprising; she got a
terrible hurt, even if it was nobody’s fault.”

Audrey was right of course, and I
nodded thoughtfully.

“Is there anything that we can do to
make amends?”

“I don’t know that there is, it will just
take time. If we try to be extra friendly it
will be taken the wrong way.”

“I know, I think we should start praying
for a miracle!”

— ooo OOO ooo —

THE miracle walked through the church
door just before the start of the morning
service three weeks later. The slightly
stooped older gentleman paused, and then
smiled as I handed him the notice sheet.

“Good Morning,” I said, “Are you a
visitor?”

He smiled knowingly, and laughed, “Yes,
I am a ‘visitor’, so you can relax!”

There was a certain familiarity about
the man, which I struggled to identify at
first.

“Well, you are very welcome, please
find yourself a seat: there are some places
where you can’t see the pulpit, but any-
where is OK. My name is Alan, by the
way.”

“Roger Smith,” he answered the unspo-
ken question, “I’m from Wiltshire now,
but I knew this area when I was a younger
man.” He laughed self-deprecatingly, and
found himself a seat, rather further
forward than visitors are wont to do.

I was suddenly aware that Audrey was
pulling my arm, wanting my attention.

“Answered prayer or what?” she
nudged me and pointed: I followed her
glance.

Rosemary was sitting in her usual seat:
at this point in the service she would be
scanning the weekly service sheet, and
jotting down needs for prayer in her
prayer diary: a faithful prayer warrior.

But this week both the notice sheet and
the prayer diary were forgotten. She was
looking at the visitor as if all her hopes and
dreams had come true in one moment.
She was entranced, with a blush lighting up
her face.

“OK, I said, “but we need to be quick.
I’ll sit next to Roger the visitor, and you
invite Rosemary to lunch. I’ll ask Roger,
and give you a signal to let you know if he
has accepted.”

We sprang into action. As the church
settled ready for the service to begin, I
slipped into the vacant seat next to Roger,
and noticed that Audrey and Rosemary
were at least talking, although I don’t think
Rosemary was paying much attention.

I caught our vicar Paul’s eye as he
looked around the church. He noticed the
visitor at once, and must have sensed my
unasked question.

“Good Morning,” he said. He intro-
duced the service, and then paused.

“It is a beautiful morning; let’s all say

An Unexpected Blessing

�
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hello to those around us, especially to any
visitors.”

Roger’s face twitched, and he turned to
me.

“A good team in this church: I suspect
that you are about to ask me to lunch!”

That was quick off the mark.
“Indeed, you read my mind.”
“Well, I would be very happy to accept.

I suspect that your wife is watching you
for a signal so that she knows whether to
offer Rosemary an invitation too!”

This was all getting a little out of hand;
there was no point in being subtle, so I
gave Audrey a thumbs-up, much to her
astonishment, as it was obvious that
Roger was looking on in amusement.

She turned to Rosemary: “Alan and I
wondered if you would like to join us for
lunch today?”

“That is very kind of you, Audrey. I am
glad to accept, and I am looking forward
to meeting Roger!”

Audrey glanced at me, with her eye-
brows somewhere up in the rafters.

 — ooo OOO ooo —

PAUL shook my hand and held it as I was
attempting to exit at speed.

“My, that was quick work,” he said. “As
you are having guests for lunch, I hope
that you are going to invite us as well: this
is turning into quite a party.”

By this point my panic meter was off the
scale, and I got the impression that
Audrey was feeling the same.

We thought that we ought to introduce
Roger and Rosemary, but realised that our
presence was quite superfluous. More in
desperation than anything else, I mouthed
“1 o’clock” at Rosemary, who smiled con-
fidently. Paul and his wife Pam had joined
them, so we beat a quick exit.

“WHAT is going on,” I said.
“Absolutely no idea,” Audrey replied,

“but never mind that now, we have a lot
of extra food to prepare in the next few
minutes!”

Panic or not, the
well-practised “
emergency lunch
routine”
worked to
perfection as
we added
veg, sausages
and bread sauce to
pad out the rather small chicken that we
had been intending to eat between
ourselves.

We were desperately hoping that Paul
and Pam would arrive first, but no such
luck. All four of our guests turned up to-
gether a polite few minutes before lunch
was due. They were all talking like old
friends, and we were beginning to feel like
the odd ones out.

Roger was bearing two parcels: a box of
chocolates for the hosts, and a bottle of
wine, which I put down quickly without
looking at it.

“In the fridge, please,” said Roger, “we
may need it later”.

We sat down to lunch. The vicar said
grace, and we started a pleasant, but in-
creasingly confusing meal. It was obvious
that Roger and Rosemary knew each
other well; it also seemed that the vicar
and his wife were very comfortable with
the conversation. Audrey and I glanced at
each other in complete bewilderment.

Suddenly Audrey’s face went white, and
she mouthed “pudding!” in my direction.

“Don’t worry Audrey,” said Rosemary,
“there is a trifle in my large bag in the
hall.”
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And a very good trifle it was too!
Audrey made some coffee, and we tried
to relax as the party went on around us.

“Now,” said Paul, “I think that it might
be time to put Alan and Audrey out of
their confusion.”

“Certainly,” said Roger, “but first there
are a couple of things we need to do.

Vicar, would you mind getting the bottle
out of the fridge, and six glasses.”

A grin and a nod, and Paul came back
quickly; he knew our kitchen well.

Rosemary turned very demurely
towards Roger.

“I am very pleased to meet you, Roger,
it is a real pleasure. Is there something
that you would like to say to me? Is
Rosemary any use at all?”

“Certainly,” Roger replied. “Will you
marry me?”

— ooo OOO ooo —

This story follows on from last month. None of
the characters is based on anyone I know, but
some of the characteristics may be!
Andrew Jackson June 2020

A parishioner who was rather fond of drink
came out of the pub and ran smack into the
rector.

Rector: “Hello, John, you know drink is
your greatest enemy?”

John: “Yes, rector, but you always tell us
to love our enemies.”

Rector: “Ah yes, but I didn’t tell you to
swallow them.”
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One thing I’ve learned in lockdown…

L ike pretty much everyone during lock-
down, my experiences have been a

mixture of both positives and negatives; a
mixture of blessings and frustrations alike.
On the one hand, it has been good to be
able to spend more time together as a
family over recent weeks. It has also been
good for the overall pace of life to have
been somewhat slower—if no less busy!
—than normal. And it has been good to
derive pleasure from many ‘simple things’,
including the garden and our ‘permitted
exercise’ daily walks!

On the other hand there have of course
been some difficulties, not least the pres-
sures of juggling home schooling, home
working and the myriad other stuff associ-
ated with family life. And of course we
have missed being able to see much-loved
friends and relatives, including all our
church family. But, reflecting on lock-
down, as a Christian, one thing I have real-
ised is that no prior events or experiences
in ones’ life—no matter how peripheral or
trivial they might perhaps have seemed at
the time—are ever wasted with God; in

His sovereignty He can, and does, use all
things to achieve His purposes.

For example, as we’re both keen musi-
cians, a while ago my wife Emma and I
splashed out on a multi-track digital
recording console, enabling us to create
recordings of various Christian songs
we’ve written over the years [which you
can hear on our James and Emma Write
Worship Songs YouTube channel, if anyone
should be interested—or REALLY bored in
lockdown!]. Even though at the time we’d
been fortunate to have received a small
windfall from a refunded PPI policy, we
still wondered whether it might be a bit of
a ‘frivolous purchase’ and thought hard
before buying.

Yet, with the advent of Covid-19 lock-
down and the resultant switch to online
church services, our trusty Tascam
recorder has really come into its own,
enabling us to make recordings of various
hymns and songs for use in the online
services on the Benefice YouTube chan-
nel. And we’ve even been able to create
initial “backing tracks” of songs, which the
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rest of the music-group then record
themselves playing and singing along to—
and St Alkmund’s resident technical
supremo Paul Spilling then magically com-
bines everything together (ask me not
how he does it!).

Going back a little further, in my ‘previ-
ous life’ at work, one of my past communi-
cations roles involved commissioning and
producing numerous corporate video
pieces, for use in both internal staff com-
munications and external marketing. Many
are the hours I spent back then sitting
alongside an IT colleague who had the
requisite video-editing skills and software,
asking him “can we splice that bit here, edit
that piece there, cut away to a picture, add
captions”, etc, etc. Little did I know how
invaluable that previous experience would
be these several years later, as I’ve been
editing, filming and producing content for
our Benefice YouTube online services!

Even my somewhat self-indulgent pur-
chase a couple of years ago of a NOW TV
box (such that I can occasionally watch my
favourite sport of motor-racing ‘live’ on
Sky) has proved invaluable during lock-
down, as it has enabled us to watch the
Benefice YouTube church services as a
family on the TV in our lounge, as
opposed to all four of us attempting to
crowd around the PC or Laptop!

Viewing the online services through our
TV has also allowed us to call a couple of

non-internet church folk on our mobiles,
such that they can ‘listen in’ to the
YouTube services whilst we watch. “…I’m
just going to sit you under the telly…” has
become a weekly Sunday morning catch-
phrase as we carefully position our
phones under the TV speakers!

To aid our friends as they listen along,
Emma’s also been known to loudly shout
out: “…that’s Richard Lindop (or whoever
it is) leading…!”; “Helen’s doing the chil-
dren’s talk!”; “Tom’s on prayers!”; etc,—to
ensure they can distinguish who’s who. I’m
praying that Emma gets out of this habit
once we’re actually back in church!!

Some might view the things I’ve just
described as purely coincidences, but I
believe they are rather “divine coinci-
dences”, or if you like, “God-incidences”; an
outworking of 1 Corinthians chapter 15,
verse 58, which states: “…that in the Lord
your labour is not in vain”.

Whatever your perspective might be,
you are very welcome indeed to ‘join’ us
online at the present time, as we continue
to explore the Christian faith week by
week. And as and when we’re able to
meet together in church once again, we’d
love to welcome you along to St Alk-
mund’s to find out more about the
Gospel—about the ‘good news’ that the
Lord Jesus Christ offers to everyone. Do
join us.

James Rollin



BENZ–BAVARIAN/DUFFIELD MOT CENTRE (Felix Frixou). All types of vehicles serviced and
repaired.  843756.

PLUMB-RITE SERVICES LTD (M. D. Moore, AIP, RP), Registered Plumber & Heating Engineer.
24-hour Service.  552485.  Mobile: 07966 162145.

M. R. BLACKWELL JOINERY for all your joinery requirements; windows, doors, property repairs,
fencing, roofing, etc; also uPVC.  Est. 1989.  Tel. 07976 684931.

WASHERCARE by Wayne Blount. Domestic Appliance Repairs.  01332 556593/ 07790 344881.

PEAK OIL PRODUCTS (Northern) Ltd. Heating oils, lubricants, farm and road fuels.
01773 550400/550417.

D. BLACKWELL. Electrical Services, Domestic Wiring and Rewiring, Showers, Security Alarms and
Lighting.  Experienced Registered Electrician; Free Estimates.  01773 748062.

TOWN STREET BARBERS, 20A Town Street. Walk-ins Welcome. No appointment necessary.
841632.

HOLBROOK HALL, Private Residential Home for the Elderly. (Both short- and long-stay
residents).  Tel. (01332) 880698.

DERWENT CARS (Duffield-based Taxi Service). Please call 01773 824824.

CROOTS FARM SHOP – Locally produced meat, Deli, produce, and a lot more. Visit our coffee shop
and look at our Shire Horses.  843032.

R & R PLUMBING AND HEATING.  For all your plumbing and gas requirements.
01332 554883 /07905 364694.

SATELLITE AERIAL SERVICES (Paul Flower) – FREEVIEW, repairs, re-tuning, extra points, FREE
ESTIMATES – Telephone: 01332 559246 or 07985 405244.

GREEN HAVEN GARDEN SERVICES. 30 years experience, all garden work undertaken. Hard to soft
landscaping. Friendly, reliable service. OAP rates. Call David: 01332 731000/07891669062.

CLEAN & BRIGHT DOMESTIC CLEANERS. For a friendly, reliable service  tel: 0796 906 4226,
or email: clairebloor@hotmail.co.uk.

MILFORD HOUSE at Milford, is a retirement home of elegance and distinction. It offers nursing and
residential care for long term or respite care. For further details please call  01332 841753.

ELLIS-FERMOR & NEGUS Solicitors—local and friendly expertise for all personal, business and charity advice.
Belper 01773 821665, Ripley 01773 744744. Online conveyancing quote on www.ellis-fermor.co.uk.

THOMAS BATTERLEY—Supplier of Electrical Appliances. TV Setups • Cabling • Freesat and
Freeview boxes • Aerial and Satellite Installation. 07894 732816; 01629 823883.

PIANOTUNERVERSE—Piano Tuning, Regulation and Repairs. Professional service from a committed
Christian. Contact Lorraine Bolger Dip. NSPT Cert. CMIT. 07841870219, lorrainebolger@pianotunerverse.com
or degandlorraine@btinternet.com

LAVELLE PLASTERING SERVICES. Little Eaton-based domestic plastering. Free estimates &
competitive prices. 0748387070/ lavelleplastering@gmail.com.

DERBYSHIRE TECH HELP—Computer, Phone, Tablet, WiFi & Home technology problems. Small business
advice & support also available. Call Andrew King—07494 535993 or visit www.derbyshiretechhelp.com.

LOCAL BUSINESS ADDRESSES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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