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The Vicar’s Letter
James Hughes

Dear Friends,
As I write this, we have just celebrated
our harvest service here at St Alkmund’s. Of course, it has not quite
looked as it usually would—we had
flowers and produce on display, and
we have collected non-perishables for
charity, but we weren’t able to receive
gifts at the front, or celebrate in the
way we normally would. Which is a
shame—because harvest is one of my
favourite times in the church year. As
the harvest hymn has it:
Come, ye thankful people, come,
Raise the song of harvest home:
All is safely gathered in,
Ere the winter storms begin;
God, our Maker, doth provide
For our wants to be supplied;
Come to God's own temple, come;
Raise the song of harvest home.
We ‘raise the song of harvest home’ to
give thanks to God for his provision
for us. As we reflected on harvest on
Sunday morning at St Alkmund’s,
looking at Mark’s gospel together, we
reminded ourselves of this provision
in relation to Jesus. Jesus tells us:

"The Sabbath was made for man, not man
for the Sabbath. So the Son of Man is lord
even of the Sabbath." (Mark chapter 2
verses 27 to 28, esv)
Jesus first reminds us that the Sabbath—the idea of the seventh day
where we rest—is a good gift from
God to all of humanity, because we
need rest. Then he tells that he—the
Son of Man—is lord of the Sabbath;
this means that he knows what his
people need, he knows what we all
need. He is the one who understands
best the best way to live.
And so, whilst it is good to give
thanks at the harvest for God’s provision, and good to look around our
world and see its beauty and give
thanks to God, and good to remind
ourselves of this every year, there is
more to enjoy in knowing God
through Jesus. Jesus invites us into a
relationship with him, where he is our
Lord, directing and guiding us how to
live fully fulfilled lives for God.
Let me encourage you to join us,
whether online or in person at St
Alkmund’s, to explore what that looks
like.
Blessings,
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A report of the PCC Meeting
held by Zoom, on Monday, 21st Sept 2020,
at 7.30pm
This meeting of the Council took place with the Vicar, the Revd. Dr. James Hughes in the Chair
and 11 other members present. Apologies were received from three members.
Welcome and Introductions
Meeting by Zoom to comply with Covid-19 restrictions, James opened the meeting with prayer
to our Heavenly Father, that as we look to the future and the past we will find wisdom and see
God’s Sovereign hand over all that we do.
Ministry Update Under ‘normal’ circumstances, this would be the start of a new term with
the impetus of planning for the future. This is not possible as plans are overtaken by fresh
events or new laws and we are where we should be; dependent upon God’s plans.
We are making the most of on-line technology available to us without spending vast sums of
money on new equipment, and recognising that for some of our congregation this is their main
access to worship. We are very grateful to those whose technical knowledge enables us to do
this.
There was to be a government statement the following day laying out fresh social restrictions,
so future arrangements for Service plans would be based on what can be done while adhering
to these rules, though we would like to recommence Evening Services in October if possible.
Safeguarding
The Parish Safeguarding Officers had provided a Report which had been sent to all members
of the PCC. Further comments:
• General PCC approval of the idea that some young people could help with ‘Welcoming’,
provided there were trained adults also present.
• Some of the people whose DBS certificates expired during ‘lockdown’, or whose training
validity expired, would benefit from Face-to-Face training sessions, and the PSOs were
hoping to set these up soon.
The Treasurer was pleased to announce that the church’s finances were recovering from the
gap caused by closure of the building. We shall consider the 2021 budget at the PCC meeting
on November 16th. James gave thanks to God for generosity, faith and His goodness to us.
A discussion took place about the means by which we could again hold services of Holy
Communion, reconciling Jesus’s instructions in Matthew 26 with national church policy, social
distancing, the availability of buildings, and space and hygiene.
The PCC was pleased to hear that the floor of the Parish Hall was newly sealed and that the
building should soon be available for use. A Flood Defence Working Party has been set up to
review suggestions about how we can best defend ourselves against future inundations.
The next meeting of the Duffield PCC will take place on Monday November 16th at 7.30pm.
The Annual Church Meeting will be held in church on Wednesday 30th September at 7.30pm.
Any matters for discussion by the PCC should be with the Chairman 14 days beforehand.
Marion Taulbut
Hon PCC Secretary

dmtaulbut@btinternet.com
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Locked DOWN . . .
and OUT!
How has ‘lockdown’ been for you?
Despite the inconvenience, we have been
tremendously fortunate, even blessed, by
being able to take our daily permitted
exercise in the beautiful, tranquil countryside that surrounds the village of Duffield.
But, not only have we been able to walk
physically during lockdown, we have each
week been walking—virtually. That is,
we have met on ZOOM with some old
walking friends to reminisce, through
photographs, anecdotes and diaries,
enabling us to re-live some of the many
long-distance walks we have done
together in the past.

Some thoughts, then, on a long-distance
walk from June 2004:
Gore Point, just beyond the start of the
Norfolk Coastal Footpath, is an exhilarating spot on a clear day; and it was a clear,
cloudless, June day as we set out on our
50-mile walk along the Norfolk coast to
Cromer. To the left and not always visible,
sweeping sandy beaches and a broad expanse of blue sea, whipped up by winds that
blow all the way from the Arctic, and to the
right, fields, villages, windmills, harbours
and other evidence of man’s attempt to
live and make a living in these parts. Quiet
creeks, inlets and channels, sand dunes
and salt marshes, wild flowers in profusion, the path ahead waymarked in wild
red poppies; sea birds, gulls, geese,
waders, and to the landward, always the
skylarks—our constant companions.

Finally arriving at the seaside town of
Cromer, a set of footprints on the beach
reminds me of a recent reread of Daniel
Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe. Shipwrecked on
an island and in great despair, he discovers
ten or twelve stalks of barley growing
outside his dwelling. Believing it to be
God’s provision, a miracle, he gives thanks
as his spirits are lifted. By and by, however, he realises that the barley has a
somewhat less miraculous source; whilst
sorting the salvage from the shipwreck, he
shook out the contents of a small sack in
order to reuse it for storing his precious
cache of gunpowder. The few dry ears of
barley at the bottom of the sack fall to the
earth, germinate and simply do what seeds
do—naturally. Not a miracle then, and yet
Crusoe is quick to recognise the miracle
of creation, the miracle of the natural
world, and determines to acknowledge
God the creator in his attempt to make a
life for himself on the island.
There’s a lesson in there somewhere
about the current situation in which we
find ourselves.
I meditate on all your works and consider
what your hands have done. Psalm 143
Mike Severn
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“Let us not give up the habit of meeting together…”

B

ack in the early 1980s, when I was still at primary school, we regularly used to
listen as a family to the countdown of the top 40 singles chart, which was
broadcast on Radio 1 on a Sunday teatime/evening. Although I confess I’m not (and
wasn’t) really a fan of early ’80’s music, nevertheless certain songs I would’ve heard
at that time are (for whatever reason) still lurking in the outer recesses of my memory!
One such song is "Zoom", by Fat Larry's Band, which reached number 2 on the UK
singles chart in 1982. I remember the phrase “…whole wide world went zoom…” being
a part of the lyrics—they were remarkably prescient, weren’t they??!
Some 38 years later, 2020 has indeed been the year of ‘Zoom’, ‘Microsoft Teams’ and
all the myriad video communications platforms. And heading into autumn, many of
us are no doubt feeling rather jaded and more than a little fed-up of online calls. As
our various church activities have restarted after the summer break, the two midweek
home Bible-study ‘Growth Groups’ I lead at both St Alkmund’s and our sister church
St Paul’s Little Eaton, have now reconvened on Zoom, with participants musing that
they hadn’t expected to still be meeting online come September!
Indeed, we may perhaps be wondering whether to bother with it all? Well, of course
as human beings generally, we thrive on engaging with other people. And as a church
community in particular, the Bible additionally exhorts us to encourage and support
one another as part of God’s family—and in many ways, engaging and interacting at
a distance is nothing new for the church.
As the early church grew and spread, the Apostle Paul wrote his various New
Testament letters to instruct and support church communities (including churches in
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Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, Philippi and Thessalonica), when either distance or
circumstance, or sometimes both, prevented him from meeting them in person.
Examples of Paul urging Christians to encourage and support one another in his
letters include Romans 1, verse 12, where he hopes “…that we may be mutually
encouraged by each other's faith, both yours and mine…” and 1 Thessalonians 5, verse 11,
where Paul urges the church to “…encourage one another and build one another up…”.
And the book of Hebrews too, in chapter 10, verse 25, urges Christians to encourage
each other and not give up meeting together.
So with Covid-19 restrictions still precluding much face-to-face interaction, Zoom and
suchlike is the next-best thing for ‘meeting’ together as a church family at the present
time. If you’d consider yourself to a part of the St Alkmund’s community but haven’t
yet been involved with one of our online Growth Groups and think you might like
to, do please get in touch with the church office. And if you’re not a St Alkmund’s
‘regular’, you’re very welcome to join us anytime, whether that be in the church
building on Sunday mornings or via our Benefice YouTube channel, where we
livestream the services and post other content too. Find us at
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheUnitedBeneficeofDuffieldLittleEaton
James Rollin
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2-Minute New Testament—Thessalonians

W

e all know that, if we are going to receive information effectively, it needs to
be the right information for us. Teachers need to teach to the age and ability
of the class in front of them. Many of us will have had the experience of watching the
news or reading the paper and feeling as if we’re being treated as idiots—or of reading
something and just not getting it! I can remember as a fairly small child being so
desperate to find something to watch on TV in the morning, watching Open University
maths programmes. Not a clue what was happening, but the graphs were pretty.
We need the information, the teaching that is right for us. As we come to
1 Thessalonians in our 2-Minute New Testament (by the way, if you have
missed any previous editions, they are available on our website, at
https://stalkmundsduffield.co.uk/parish-magazine/ —the ‘2-Minute NT’ series begins
in the September 2019 issue), we come to a letter that Paul wrote to a young church,
to new Christians. So what did they need to know?
The first thing they needed to know is that they were part of a family. Throughout
the letter, Paul writes to them as brothers (or brothers and sisters—the Greek means
the same). This isn’t just a polite form of address, but a recognition that coming to
trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and saviour involves a whole new set of relationships. It
transcends race, class, gender, education, wealth—or any other way that we make
divisions and distinctions between people. Look how Paul described their coming to
faith at the end of chapter 1:
…how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for
his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the
wrath to come. (1 Thessalonians 1, verses 9(part) and 10, esv)
Turning from idols meant leaving their past behind, and that could sometimes be
challenging; just as it is today for some when they come to Jesus. So this family needed
to be a family that cared for one another. We see that care in chapters 2 and 3 from
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Paul, who describes how he longs to see them, his concern for them, and his confidence
in them. In chapter 4, Paul talks about brotherly love—he is encouraged that they
have it, but wants them to have more. Of course, this brotherly love isn’t just ‘warm
feelings’ towards other people—it involves action—doing things for the benefit of
others.
The second thing we see is that this family is to live in a distinctive way, looking to
the future. Some of this is about living as God’s holy people, which means living with
distinctive ethics and morality—we see this at the beginning of chapter 4 and at the
end of chapter 5; it goes with being part of a new family.
Some of this is about waiting for Jesus’s return, and Paul talks at length about that in
chapters 4 and 5 of the letter. Paul’s confidence is in a future day when Jesus Christ
will return, and will take his people, whether alive or dead, to be with him, in a new
heaven and a new earth—with new bodies, and a new purpose. Not for Paul (or
anywhere else in the New Testament) the idea of floating around as disembodied
spirits, or ‘escaping’ the body. Look what he says at the end of chapter 4:
For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice
of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will
rise first. ¹⁷Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.
¹⁸Therefore encourage one another with these words. (1 Thessalonians 4, verses 16 to
18, esv)
This is the Christian hope. Being part of God’s new family now, and into eternity,
because of what Jesus Christ has done on the cross, the one who died and rose again
for us. However familiar we are with Church or Christianity, this is news to encourage
and challenge all of us.

James Hughes

CALL FOR
FREE
QUOTE

R & R
PLUMBING AND HEATING
MAINTENANCE — REPAIR — INSTALLATION

• Gas Safe Registered Gas Installer • Plumbing Services •
• Landlord Certificates • Gas Fire & Boiler Servicing • Boiler Changes •
• Central Heating Installations • Bathroom Installations •
• An Excellent Friendly Service • Competitive Prices Guaranteed •

TEL: 01332 554883 MOBILE: 07905 364694
Laburnum Crescent, Allestree, Derby
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Paul Wiggins has sent a favourite poem of his, written by Jean Loftas,
for this month’s magazine…

Children’s Page

Where’s the Bear?
You may remember we reported last
month that Alkmund is being looked after
by his very good friends, John and Mary
Birkby, where as you can see from the
photos, he’s been having a really lovely
time!
Anyway, Alkmund
The says
walkhe’ll see
everybody again soon—if we can ever get
him to return to the church office!—and
he reminds us to stay safe and keep on
washing our hands! (And paws!)
#Where’sthebear #Working from home

ALLESTREE SATELLITE AERIAL SERVICES
•
•
•
•

TV Aerial repairs and installations
FREEVIEW wideband digital aerials
FREESAT installations
SKY installations, dish realignment and MAGIC EYE

• Additional points and telephone points installed
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Call Paul today for a
free estimate
TEL: 07985405244 or
Photo: I. Robinson
01332 559246

The leaders

A Matter of Personal Grooming – or
“An aroma that by any other name would still not smell sweet”

I

t is time for another voice. I don’t know
about you, but I’m getting just a little fed
up of all this ‘oohing’ and ‘aahing’ over Mr.
Smith and Mrs. Braithwaite: known better to
you as “Ralph” and “Rosemary.” I mean, it’s
all very sweet, but they are pushing sixty,
which is completely past it, if you know what
I mean, like.
So, I’ll bring you up to date with the teenage perspective. By the way, Mum and Dad
have encouraged me to get some thoughts
down on paper. They’ve promised not to
edit it, apart from taking out the odd
teenage mannerisms, like.
By the way, this isn’t the edited copy— it’s
how I’m submitting to the magazine editor.
We’ll have to see what survives: I’m not too
hopeful, but if it gets published it’ll be huge!
My name’s Luke, at least for the purpose
of this story. I might use another name when
I’m a bit older—after all, I’ve got a few, like.
I’m part of a big family, and you’ve heard
from my dad already—I’ll leave you to guess
that for a little while.
I go to church, I go to the village youth
group, which is pretty lively for a village
church group. In fact we get quite a few
people coming in from other places, so the
hall is quite a buzz on Tuesdays. So, there’s
also some good talent coming in. No, not
just that sort, I was talking about the music
group—but you knew that anyway, didn’t
you?
Mind you, Dad challenged me on that
when we got back from camp last summer:
“Where in the Bible does it say, ‘looking at
the talent’?”
I got him fair and square: “In Genesis 1,
verse 31: God saw all that he had made and
it was gooood!”

So, anyway, to get back to the point. I
needed something to write about, that
might appeal to the oldies (over 20s) who
read the Parish Mag. (Mum says that I can’t
write that, so make it 30 if you want … OK,
OK, I won’t do it again.)
So, I think I’ll try to give you a “youth”
opinion on something, well, adult: I’m
going to go to the prayer meeting!

Dad and Mum were decidedly startled
when I proposed the idea: a funny mixture
of pride and blind panic. And confusion—I
enjoy the youth events, but my interests do
not stray into adult interests. I’m pretty
keen on sport and the right sort of music,
and even some classical stuff. But I’ve not
shown any previous interest in “grown up
church”!
Dad showed household leadership. “OK,
but you might want to listen this time, until �
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you get the feel for it. Mind you, I don’t think
you’ll find it unfamiliar from youth meetings.
Just don’t worry if you don’t understand
some of the language: some of the serious
members of the congregation take
themselves very seriously!” He winked.
— ooo OOO ooo —
And so, like the following Wednesday I
walked down to the church hall. I deliberately went on my own—Dad was setting up,
and Mum was “doing coffee” with other
worthy ladies.
I think Dad must have said something
before I arrived, because there were only a
few raised eyebrows. I saw a couple of
friends who were home from University,
and sat with them.
Dad opened the meeting with a short
Bible reading from Hebrews—the passage
about all those who have gone before us—
he’s fond of Hebrews 11. Then we prayed,
giving praise to God, and asking for His spirit
to be present in the meeting.
We prayed for the church missionaries,
and then those who were ill, or troubled in
other ways.
In the next section we split up into small
groups, and were asked to share our needs
between ourselves. I was glad that I’d sat
with friends, because there was a girl issue
that I wanted to talk about. Being a bit older,
they took it in their stride, and prayed a
helpful and sensitive prayer for me.
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Finally, we gathered back together, and
offered thanks for things that had blessed us.
I was feeling so comfortable by then that I
offered a prayer myself, thanking God for
our church family. I’d wanted to keep it to
Mum and Dad, but realised just in time that
it was a bit self-serving, not to mention
tactless, for some of the congregation.
Right on time we reached the end, said
the Grace together, and broke up for
coffee and biscuits.
I went over to speak to Dad, who was
looking pleased, and asked him to explain
something he’d said about the Bible reading.
He said he’d tell me later, looked at me
somewhat distracted, sniffed deeply, and
suddenly, without warning, loudly called out
across the hall.
“Hygiene, that’s the most important thing
we need here tonight!”
My dad telling me that I stink!
— ooo OOO ooo —
After we got home, as soon as I could I took
him to one side.
“Dad,” I asked, “can I ask you to explain
something to me—and please be honest.”
“Of course, what’s on your mind?”
“Why haven’t you told me before that I
have a BO problem—or worse? And why
did you have to do it in public, and in front of
people?”
There was a look of bewilderment across
his face. He started to smile, and then
became more serious as he saw that I was
really hurt. Dad is pretty good, in fact
alarmingly good, at reading me: very
embarrassing at times.
“I can see that I’ve made a mistake, but I’m
not sure how. To answer the first point—
everybody smells at times, unless they
smother it in chemicals or biological products. But I don’t think—in fact I know that
you don’t have any particular problems.
Well, no more that the average teenage boy!”

“OK, OK, so why did you start talking
about hygiene, at the end of the prayer
meeting, as we were going for coffee?”
“Hygiene?” He paused, “Mm, I was about
to say that I said no such thing. But recent
experience suggests that something has gone
amiss. What exactly do you think I said?”
I was a bit reassured by his calm manner:
at least he was listening this time! (Actually,
that is unfair: he is a very good listener, it’s
just that he is so busy.)
So, I went for it.
“I heard you yell,
‘Hygiene, that’s the
most important thing
we need here tonight!’
Right when we broke
up for coffee!”
Dad paused again, looking concerned, but
also a little bemused.
“Who was I talking to?”
“Well you were looking towards me, but
to be honest you were shouting as if you
wanted the whole hall to hear it. And nearly
everyone was over the other side of the hall,
except for the two women making the
drinks.”
Dad looked deep, and then his beaming
smile appeared, and he relaxed.
“Do you remember who was making the
coffee?”
“No.”
“Okay, so any idea what they had just
said?”
I thought for a moment. “They were just
asking who wanted coffee.”
“You’ve got it!”
I was getting a bit fed up and said as much.
“Look, Dad, I’m getting a bit fed up with all
this. Please put me out of my misery!”
“OK, a puzzle for you. Who are the ladies
on the coffee rota?”
“That’s a bit sexist, Dad! But I’ll
humour you: Mum, Audrey, Rosemary and
Mrs. Foster.”

“You’ve got it. And Mrs. Foster’s name
is?”
I thought, and then cringed. “Oh no, not
another spat in the hall!”
“You’ve got it in one. And so the
conclusion is? What did I say?”
We grinned and said together: “Hi, Jean,
that’s the most important thing we need here
tonight!”
— ooo OOO ooo —
Andrew Jackson September 2020.
This story follows on from last month. The
people and events in this story are mostly a
work of fiction. The comeback from Genesis was
from my son many years ago. Sorry about the
cultural appropriation involved in the creation of
this story. But I was a teenager once; albeit a
very square one!
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LOCAL BUSINESS ADDRESSES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS
BENZ–BAVARIAN/DUFFIELD MOT CENTRE (Felix Frixou). All types of vehicles serviced and
repaired. 843756.
PLUMB-RITE SERVICES LTD (M. D. Moore, AIP, RP), Registered Plumber & Heating Engineer.
24-hour Service. 552485. Mobile: 07966 162145.
M. R. BLACKWELL JOINERY for all your joinery requirements; windows, doors, property repairs,
fencing, roofing, etc; also uPVC. Est. 1989. Tel. 07976 684931.
WASHERCARE by Wayne Blount. Domestic Appliance Repairs. 01332 556593 / 07790 344881.
PEAK OIL PRODUCTS (Northern) Ltd. Heating oils, lubricants, farm and road fuels.
01773 550400/550417.
D. BLACKWELL. Electrical Services, Domestic Wiring and Rewiring, Showers, Security Alarms and
Lighting. Experienced Registered Electrician; Free Estimates. 01773 748062.
TOWN STREET BARBERS, 20A Town Street. 841632. Owing to the Covid-19 pandemic restrictions,
appointments are necessary. Please telephone 07306 164802.
HOLBROOK HALL, Private Residential Home for the Elderly. (Both short- and long-stay
residents). Tel. (01332) 880698.
DERWENT CARS (Duffield-based Taxi Service). Please call 01773 824824.
CROOTS FARM SHOP – Locally produced meat, Deli, produce, and a lot more. Visit our coffee shop
and look at our Shire Horses. 843032.
R & R PLUMBING AND HEATING. For all your plumbing and gas requirements.
01332 554883 / 07905 364694.
SATELLITE AERIAL SERVICES (Paul Flower) – FREEVIEW, repairs, re-tuning, extra points, FREE
ESTIMATES – Telephone: 01332 559246 or 07985 405244.
GREEN HAVEN GARDEN SERVICES. 30 years experience, all garden work undertaken. Hard to soft
landscaping. Friendly, reliable service. OAP rates. Call David: 01332 731000/07891669062.
CLEAN & BRIGHT DOMESTIC CLEANERS. For a friendly, reliable service tel: 0796 906 4226,
or email: clairebloor@hotmail.co.uk.
MILFORD HOUSE at Milford, is a retirement home of elegance and distinction. It offers nursing and
residential care for long term or respite care. For further details please call 01332 841753.
ELLIS-FERMOR & NEGUS Solicitors—local and friendly expertise for all personal, business and charity advice.
Belper 01773 821665, Ripley 01773 744744. Online conveyancing quote on www.ellis-fermor.co.uk.
THOMAS BATTERLEY—Supplier of Electrical Appliances. TV Setups • Cabling • Freesat and
Freeview boxes • Aerial and Satellite Installation. 07894 732816; 01629 823883.
PIANOTUNERVERSE—Piano Tuning, Regulation and Repairs. Professional service from a committed
Christian. Contact Lorraine Bolger Dip. NSPT Cert. CMIT. 07841870219, lorrainebolger@pianotunerverse.com
or degandlorraine@btinternet.com
LAVELLE PLASTERING SERVICES. Little Eaton-based domestic plastering. Free estimates &
competitive prices. 0748387070/lavelleplastering@gmail.com.
DERBYSHIRE TECH HELP—Computer, Phone, Tablet, WiFi & Home technology problems. Small business
advice & support also available. Call Andrew King—07494 535993 or visit www.derbyshiretechhelp.com.

