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The Vicar’s Letter
James Hughes

Dear Friends,
As I write this we have, as a church,
narrowly escaped flooding (again)—
just as the recovery works from last
time, partly delayed by Covid-19, are
finishing. Others elsewhere in the
country have been very severely
affected by flooding. We are all dealing
with the effects of the pandemic, in the
middle of a lockdown (our third!),
which might end in the Spring but
might last longer than we hope. We are
more aware than ever of those relatives
and friends who have got or had Covid,
and many have lost loved ones and
dear friends.
Of course, there is good news—we
can watch the vaccination numbers
going up day by day—and hopefully the
hospital numbers are starting to go
down. We know that eventually this
period of lockdown will come to an
end, and things will get back to normal,
or at least more normal. And yet, many
of us now, nearly a year into the
pandemic, find ourselves weary. We
might feel able to cope with one
setback, maybe two or even three, but
there seem to have been so many of

late, personally for so many people, as
well as locally and nationally, and we
are just tired of the whole thing.
So, what do we do? Where do we go
for comfort? Where do we go where
everything seems to be overwhelming?
Come with me briefly to the book of
Job. Job is a man whose life is
transformed; in the first two chapters
of the book, he loses everything—
wealth, sons and daughters, even his
health. He hasn’t done anything
wrong—he hasn’t done anything to
deserve this. And so, the book of Job,
over 42 chapters, explores the reality of
grief and sorrow and loss.
Job wonders what has happened to
him, and his friends are small
comfort—they are, after all, Job’s
comforters. All kinds of questions are
raised, and the book of Job does not shy
away from them—has God done this?
Why is this happening? It is a study in
exploring the reality of living in an
imperfect world. But even amid his
sorrows, Job still looks to God; he seeks
God’s face. In the middle of the book,
we read this:
For I know that my Redeemer lives,
and at the last he will stand upon the
earth. And after my skin has been
thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall
see God, whom I shall see for myself,
and my eyes shall behold, and not �
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another. My heart faints within me!
(Job chapter 19 verses 25 to 27, ectv)
Life has not been fair to Job, and yet
he keeps turning to the Lord. He knows
that when all else fails, he can still trust
in God as redeemer, rescuer, saviour—
even when it might seem that the
opposite is the case. He has an ultimate
confidence that goes beyond the
challenges of this life.
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Job ultimately encourages us to find
comfort in God our redeemer. Let me
encourage you to join us online, and in
person when it is possible, as we
explore the comfort we can find in
Jesus Christ our redeemer.
Yours in Christ,

Creation to Resurrection: Part 2
By Eve White
Abraham was the father of the people
of the Lord,
And lived in obedience to His word;
His son and his grandson followed
too.

They called for kings to lead them
But some despised the Lord,
And His people they just forgot His
Word.

When famine struck the land they
went off searching for some help
And ended up in Egypt for their food.

So they ended up in exile
Far away from home;
Where they cried again for help
And He returned them.

Then nothing was heard for years and
years
And years and years and years.

But always a few still believed
And remembered the words of the
Lord.

But always a few still believed
And remembered the words of the
Lord.

He sent messengers to His people
Over and over again.
Will they, won’t they, will they, won’t
they
Won’t they believe the Lord?
Will they, won’t they, will they, won’t
they
Will they believe the Lord?

They grew into a nation
So Egyptians made them slaves
And tried to kill off all their baby
boys.
Then the people they remembered
And called out to the Lord;
He sent Moses who would lead them
through the sea.
They set off to their new home that
was promised, years gone by
After wandering they walked into the
land.

Then nothing was heard for years and
years
And years and years and years.
But always a few still believed
And remembered the words of the
Lord.
To be continued…

“Having gifts that differ according to the
grace given to us, let us use them…”

M

aybe you’ve thought about coming
along to, and getting involved with,
church in the past, but perhaps you’ve
been put off a bit because you’re the sort
who really likes to participate and get
‘stuck in’ with an organisation—indeed,
maybe you’re already actively engaged
with some other group or society elsewhere—but you’re really not sure what
you might be able to usefully do in church?
Or, perhaps you’ve recently started coming to church and would very much like to
make a practical contribution, but simply
aren’t sure what to do or where to start?
The Bible makes it clear that Christians
are to help and support one another as a
church family and fellowship; for example
Ephesians 4, verses 11 and 12: “…And he
gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up
the body of Christ…”. We all have a Godgiven natural aptitude and ability for
specific tasks and a particular interest in
certain things and again the Bible makes it
clear that such gifts can, and should, be
used in the service of the church; for
example:
Romans 12, verses 6–8:
“…Having gifts that differ according to the
grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy,
in proportion to our faith; if service, in our
serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching;
the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the
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one who contributes, in generosity; the one
who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of
mercy, with cheerfulness…”.
1 Corinthians 12 verse 28:
“…And God has appointed in the church first
apostles, second prophets, third teachers…
helping, administrating…”
You’ll notice that these lists of various
kinds of gifts in the New Testament are
different, indicating that they’re not meant
to be either exclusive nor exhaustive, as 1
Corinthians 12, verses 4–6 makes clear:
“…Now there are varieties of gifts, but the
same Spirit; and there are varieties of service,
but the same Lord; and there are varieties
of activities, but it is the same God who
empowers them all in everyone”.
This is certainly the case when it comes to
the many aspects of church life at St
Alkmund’s where one could potentially
usefully contribute, in line with ones’ aptitudes and interests! The list runs the full
gamut of activities, from administrating,
catering/cooking, cleaning, gardening,

health & safety, superintending the heating, leading study groups, maintenance,
music, organising, pastoral care, youth &
children’s work—the list is almost
endless!
And who would’ve predicted this time last
year that the gift of equipping a venerable
Anglican village church—originally dating
from the 1200s—with a robust, hardwired 75Mbs Internet connection
(encompassing the installation of multiple
cameras, network switches, countless
metres of Ethernet cable, more powerful
computers, suitable streaming software
and goodness knows what else) would be
an absolutely essential capability to have,
in order to enable the livestreaming of our
services for our many parishioners continuing to isolate during the Covid–19
pandemic???
Unforeseen and unexpected this sudden
need to network St Alkmund’s might have
been. But, we are hugely and massively
grateful to have had somebody in our
congregation with the necessary ability,
aptitude and skills to have (virtually singlehandedly) been able to accomplish this
difficult task!

And what of the ability to undertake
video-editing of our online YouTube
services whilst the church has had to be
closed during much of the past twelve
months? Not to mention the ability to edit
together musical contributions recorded
separately and remotely by multiple individuals, in order to create recordings of
hymns and songs to use in our online services (particularly creating various carols
for last Christmas). Again, fortunately we
have been blessed to have had people in
our congregation with the ability to do
both of these tricky tasks.

This need to quickly adapt and find new
and different ways of ‘doing church’ in
light of the current pandemic has surely
clearly demonstrated the need for skills
and talents of all kinds—even those one
perhaps might not have previously
thought of in a church context. And no
matter how ‘unexpected’, ‘unlikely’ or
‘unusual’ you might perhaps feel your own
aptitudes and abilities to be, there’ll almost certainly be some way in which you
could usefully utilise them in the service of
the church! Why not investigate to find
out more? We’d love to hear from you!
James Rollin
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Working with a Christian Faith

T

he books The Virgin Mary’s Got Nits by Gervase Phinn and Medical Misadventures by Alistair Fraser-Moodie have entertained, educated and inspired me.
Phinn, a former school inspector, provides an Anthology including verse, prose
and memoir. His skills as an effective communicator, together with his genuine
interest in the work and behaviours of children, and an over-riding Christian faith,
have prompted commendable work in schools. The book includes his telling of ‘The
Parable of the Good Samaritan’—it is introduced with appropriate language for the
children to hear and understand, such that they know at the end of the story that the
Samaritan is most helpful and caring on that dusty road to Jericho.
Children show respect to adults who admit to making mistakes. Phinn was engaged
in conversation with a young girl. He asks her ‘Are you looking forward to Christmas?’
to which she replies ‘Oh yes, it’s a lovely time of year. I like the Christmas morning
service, the carols and the readings. The church is always full.’ ‘Well, Christmas
is the
Photo: I. Robinson
most important time in the Christian year,’ he said. ‘No,’ she replied. ‘It’s Easter, Mr.
Phinn. That’s when Jesus suffered on the cross, died for our sins and rose from the
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The leaders

dead.’ This and other recollections support the old proverb: ‘Here’s to the child and
all he has to teach us.’
I learned much, too, from Alistair Fraser-Moodie’s book, as he considers 54 years at
the cutting edge of the NHS, reflecting in part on his work from 1978 as an Emergency
Consultant. Chapter 20 of the book begins with a verse from Corinthians, Chapter
13: ‘It is better to give than to receive.’ His accounts of charity work at Frenchay
Hospital, Bristol, and the Derbyshire Royal Infirmary demonstrate the care and
commitment of dedicated individuals improving the lives of others. His concern for
the homeless prompted a notion that could be even more relevant today as churches
and charitable organizations help with essential provisions for the needy and
disadvantaged: ‘Our society may well be judged, in retrospect, by how well we look
after our most vulnerable members.’
At the time of his writing (2017), Alistair claims ‘The present treatment for leprosy
usually works but can take up to two years.’ From the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 17,
Verse 11, he writes: ‘Jesus was going into a village where he was met by ten men
suffering from a dreaded skin disease (leprosy). They stood at a distance and shouted:
“Jesus Master! Take pity on us.” Jesus saw them and said to them, “Go and let the
priests examine you.” On the way, they were made clean.’ This is testimony to his
faith in the Lord Jesus and the power of miracles. In following Christian teaching
Alistair states: ‘The Bible teaches us that we are created in God's image. God created
all things and nothing was created without Him.’ His claim that God has given us all
brains and bodies could well be supported by Gervase Phinn, as both are highly
respected men in the areas of education and medicine; evidence of their Christian
faith influencing and improving the well-being of others. Both books are highly
recommended.
Sent by Paul Wiggins
Thanks to Christine Fraser-Moodie in my writing of this article.

CALL FOR
FREE
QUOTE

R & R
PLUMBING AND HEATING
MAINTENANCE — REPAIR — INSTALLATION

• Gas Safe Registered Gas Installer • Plumbing Services •
• Landlord Certificates • Gas Fire & Boiler Servicing • Boiler Changes •
• Central Heating Installations • Bathroom Installations •
• An Excellent Friendly Service • Competitive Prices Guaranteed •

TEL: 01332 554883 MOBILE: 07905 364694
Laburnum Crescent, Allestree, Derby
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“The Prodigal” or “The Lost Brother”

H

ello everyone! Having let Katie
and Dad loose for a couple of
months, I thought that it was my
turn to take over again. I thought that I
would tell you about a family event that
took place some time ago. My dad, or
Vicar Paul to most other people, was
reading through his mail, when he held a
letter up.
“This is an interesting one. You know
that we asked the Salvation Army if they
could offer a preacher for our service
about homelessness in a few weeks’
time?”
“Yes, have they replied?”
“Yes, but with an unusual request. The
speaker has asked if we could put him up
for a couple of nights either side of the
service.”
“Well, we’ve done that before.”
“True, but there’s something about the
request that I can’t quite put my finger on.
Something about the language. I’ll work it
out eventually. Do you mind?”
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“Not at all, we should be hospitable. Is
he coming far?”
“No. Oh, that’s it, of course.”
We looked up expectantly. “You don’t
usually put someone up, especially for two
nights, when they’re only coming about 40
miles.”
“Mm, interesting. Perhaps he’s lonely?”
—ooo OOO ooo—

A

few days later, there was a bit of a
shock as Mum opened an ordinary
looking letter and turned white.
“What’s up, Mum. Who’s the letter
from?” I asked.
“It’s from your Uncle Simon. Oh, my
gosh!”
“How long is it since we last heard from
him?”
“We’ve never heard from him since he
left home at eighteen.”

Katie said, “Tell us about Uncle Simon.”
“Well, your father was a twin. They
were named Simon and John after Jesus’s
disciples.”
“Oh, yes, I’d forgotten that Dad is really
‘John Paul’: it makes him sound like a
Pope!”
“Or two members of the Beatles,” I
noted.
“Why would you name someone after
an insect?” Katie asked innocently.
The meeting dissolved into disorder.
“So how old would he be now?” I
queried, trying to restore some dignity to
the discussion.
Mum smiled: “Mm, how about the same
age as Dad, perhaps?” There was general
laughter around the table, and I turned
red!
Katie moved us on: “Carry on with the
story. No one ever talks about him.”
“Your father was very studious and
good—some might even have said goodygoody. Simon was, and may still be, a real
free spirit. He was very clever, but easily
distracted. Dad can tell his story better.”
Dad took over.
“Once we became teenagers, the differences between us became very marked. I
was a right swot, studying hard, liked running, and played in an orchestra. Simon
studied less, although still doing well, liked
acting, and played in a rock band. The
crunch came when we needed to choose
our A-levels. I did Maths, Physics, English
and History; Simon wanted to do English,
Art and Music; but really didn’t want to
stay at school at all. It all came to a head
when we started to talk about going to
university. Of course I wanted to go
somewhere prestigious (‘… and don’t we
know it!’ whispered Katie, sotto voce), but
Simon didn’t want to go anywhere at all!

He really wanted to play in a heavy metal
band, with dreams of lots of money and
other, er, lifestyle benefits. Cue raised
eyebrows all round. It came to a crisis one
September day over our meal, as we went
into the Upper Sixth.

‘Dad,’ said Simon, ‘I’ve decided what I’m
going to do. I’ll finish my A-levels, then I
want to do my own thing.’
‘And what would that be?’ your grandfather replied.
‘I’d like you to advance my inheritance.
So that I can go and conquer the world
with “The Steel Rats”.’
‘That’s stupid,’ I said to Simon.
“But our father was more patient. A
long lost look came into his eyes, and he
said, ‘Are you really sure that that is what
you want to do? If so, I’ll make you a
counter proposal. Tomorrow.’
“And so, the next day, our mother and
father sat us down, and Father said: ‘We
will agree to your proposal, but we would
like you to agree to three conditions. First
we want you to finish your A-levels, and
finish them well. Secondly, I’ll draw up a
legal contract to be fair to you and the
rest of the family. Thirdly, I want you to
read Luke 15. You might need it.’
“Simon agreed, worked OK, signed the
contract, read, but didn’t comprehend,
Luke 15, took the money and left. For
years.”
—ooo OOO ooo—

�
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“H

e simply disappeared. We were so
worried that we contacted the
police, but they won’t get involved if the
person is acting under their own will and
there are no suspicious circumstances.”
Katie asked, “Did you ever meet him
Mum?”
“No, he had gone before we met. He
wasn’t at our wedding, which made us
both, but especially Dad, very sad. But you
see, we had no idea where he had gone.”
“I have tried to find Simon”, said Dad
suddenly. “I have tried on and off, but
never a trace. I think that he must have
changed his name.”
“Perhaps our visitor might know something about him?” said Mum.
“Perhaps, and I wish, but I very much
doubt it.”
Mum looked up, and passed the letter
to Dad. He looked at it, and opened it.
“What does it say,” we asked, almost
together.
Dad looked confused: “It says, ‘I did
read Luke 15, the Prodigal Son. How apt.
Please be patient. Simon.’”
We looked at Dad, but there was
nothing further to say.
—ooo OOO ooo—

W

ell, the visitor arrived. He obviously wasn’t Dad’s brother. He was a
good half-a-head-height shorter than Dad,
and a very different build. He spoke with a
marked Liverpool accent—perhaps he
was a Beatle after all.
Our visitor, Mark, joined us for our
evening meal on the Saturday, and told us
about his work for the Salvation Army,
and the Church Army before that. He was
a very interesting speaker, and passionate
in his devotion to Jesus. He was clearly
distressed when he talked about the misery that he had seen in inner cities across
the country. We asked him about Uncle
Simon. He nodded thoughtfully: you could
see that he had met men like that.
“I am sorry; I have met very many troubled men, including several unsuccessful
rock musicians, but no one that I have met
would meet your description. I need to
get a good night’s sleep before the service
tomorrow. Then in the evening perhaps
you might tell me more about Simon, and I
will see if I can help.”
—ooo OOO ooo—

N

ext morning we held our service for
the homeless. Dad introduced the
speaker, and Mark stepped up into the
pulpit. He looked at us.

ALLESTREE SATELLITE AERIAL SERVICES
•
•
•
•

TV Aerial repairs and installations
FREEVIEW wideband digital aerials
FREESAT installations
SKY installations, dish realignment and MAGIC EYE

• Additional points and telephone points installed
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Call Paul today for a
free estimate
TEL: 07985405244 or
01332 559246

“Look at me,” he said, “standing here
above you? Does that make me special?
Am I a better person than you? Indeed,
are you any more special than anyone
else?
“I don’t feel comfortable up here. Yes, it
helps me to see you, and you me, but I’m
not going to stay up here.”
And, to general surprise, he came
down, and moved to the lectern where
people do the reading from. The sound
desk man was quick on the ball, and there
was barely a break in the sound. I think he
must have been tipped off, because a slide
show started bang on cue.

“I want to show you something about
my life: but I’m going to show it in
reverse.”
There followed a selection of thoughtprovoking images of a man at work for
God: preaching, working with the homeless and dispossessed. He had clearly
worked for some time in Africa. Then
there was a graduation photo, showing a
younger but middle-aged man, already
bearded, wearing robes at a college
graduation.
But then the picture changed. Suddenly,
a complete stranger appeared on the
screen, wearing black leathers, black hair,
and black lipstick.

“Do you like this picture?” he asked.
“It’s weird,” said one of the teenagers,
rather loudly.
“Yes, it is rather. I used to be so proud
of this picture, but I’m not now. Not because of how it looks, but because of the
thoughts and morals that took me to this
place. How I was before the Lord Jesus
Christ met me and led me in a different
way.
“And now I would like to tell you why I
am here today. You know that I chose
Luke 15 as the reading today? Well, I am
not going to preach on that directly, but I
am going to tell you about it. Some years
ago, I was someone who was homeless.
One day, I was cold and wet, and desperate. I wanted someone to love me; and in
that desperation I went into a church.
“Now it was a Saturday, so I wasn’t expecting a service. But there was going to
be one. A wedding, I thought. So I decided
to stay; after all, it was a parish church. A
well-meaning church warden tried to
move me on, but I wouldn’t go. I saw him
have a word with the Bridegroom, who
glanced over at me, and nodded thoughtfully. Then he came over and spoke to me.
‘Welcome friend to my wedding, you
are welcome. Let me tell you something.
My brother is not here today, he has
disappeared, and I am sad. But you can
represent him for me. Stay for the service,
and afterwards, please come and join us
for our celebration.’
“My eyes were wet with tears, but I
mumbled thank you. And I did join them,
scruffy and unkempt as I was. And tearful,
because I would have liked to be in a family like that. But I had chosen not to be. So I
slipped away. But, strangely, I did pose for
one of the wedding photos. I often
wondered if they had noticed.”
�
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There was a long silence. You could see
that people were sympathetic. The pause
lasted a long time, and it was beginning to
be a bit awkward.
Dad stood up, and he was clearly
affected by the story.
“Thank you,” he said. “But you haven’t
finished your story, have you?”
“No, Brother Christian, I have not.”
“No indeed, my Christian brother.”
Dad called over to Mum. “Pam, please
come here to join us. I would like to introduce you to someone that, like me, you
have longed to meet. Pamela, I rejoice that
I am finally able to introduce you to
Simon, my brother. Luke, Katie, here is
your uncle.”
And then, on the screen, appeared a
photograph. It was a wedding photo,
showing our young dad and mum at their
wedding, with all their wedding guests.
And standing at one side was a hairy,
rather dishevelled man, celebrating his
brother’s wedding.
—ooo OOO ooo—

A

nd so, after another lifetime, via a
road less travelled, Uncle Simon was
welcomed back into our family. As you
can imagine, there was quite a party that
night. We realised why Uncle Simon had
asked to stay for two nights. And to complete our joy, just before we sat down for
our party meal, the doorbell rang. Katie
answered the door.
“Hello,” said an unfamiliar woman,
holding hands with two young children,
looking expected. Katie paused, and then,
bless her, said, “Oh, er, nice to meet you,
do come in.”
There was one relieved woman, and
two bewildered girls, who suddenly shouted, “Daddy!” as Simon approached down
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the hallway. “Hello, you must be Katie, I’m
Auntie Molly, and these are your cousins,
Francis and Julia.”
The table was quickly reset, and a
wonderful meal followed.

Later Katie asked the question that was
confusing us both: “If you are twins, why
do you look so different?”
Simon gestured to Dad to answer: “Yes,
we are twins, but nobody said ‘identical
twins’; you just assumed that. At one point
Simon was taller than me, but then I
caught him up and shot ahead.”
Simon smiled. “I will tell you much more
in due course, but I wanted to thank you
for your hospitality, acceptance and love.
And I want to thank my dear brother Paul
that he did not respond like the brother in
the parable!”
Andrew Jackson January 2021
The people and events in this story are a work of fiction. The
inspiration comes from Luke 15, the Parable of the Prodigal
Son, who leaves home and wastes his inheritance. He
repents and is accepted by his father, but not his brother.
Do read it! The ‘Heavy Metal’ part of the story is inspired by
school friends.

Children’s Page

LOCAL BUSINESS ADDRESSES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS
BENZ–BAVARIAN/DUFFIELD MOT CENTRE (Felix Frixou). All types of vehicles serviced and
repaired. 843756.
M. R. BLACKWELL JOINERY for all your joinery requirements; windows, doors, property repairs,
fencing, roofing, etc; also uPVC. Est. 1989. Tel. 07976 684931.
WASHERCARE by Wayne Blount. Domestic Appliance Repairs. 01332 556593 / 07790 344881.
PEAK OIL PRODUCTS (Northern) Ltd. Heating oils, lubricants, farm and road fuels.
01773 550400/550417.
D. BLACKWELL. Electrical Services, Domestic Wiring and Rewiring, Showers, Security Alarms and
Lighting. Experienced Registered Electrician; Free Estimates. 01773 748062.
TOWN STREET BARBERS, 20A Town Street. 841632. Owing to the Covid-19 pandemic restrictions,
appointments are necessary. Please telephone 07306 164802.
HOLBROOK HALL, Private Residential Home for the Elderly. (Both short- and long-stay
residents). Tel. (01332) 880698.
DERWENT CARS (Duffield-based Taxi Service). Please call 01773 824824.
CROOTS FARM SHOP – Locally produced meat, Deli, produce, and a lot more. Visit our coffee shop
and look at our Shire Horses. 843032.
R & R PLUMBING AND HEATING. For all your plumbing and gas requirements.
01332 554883 / 07905 364694.
SATELLITE AERIAL SERVICES (Paul Flower) – FREEVIEW, repairs, re-tuning, extra points, FREE
ESTIMATES – Telephone: 01332 559246 or 07985 405244.
GREEN HAVEN GARDEN SERVICES. 30 years experience, all garden work undertaken. Hard to soft
landscaping. Friendly, reliable service. OAP rates. Call David: 01332 731000/07891669062.
CLEAN & BRIGHT DOMESTIC CLEANERS. For a friendly, reliable service tel: 0796 906 4226,
or email: clairebloor@hotmail.co.uk.
MILFORD HOUSE at Milford, is a retirement home of elegance and distinction. It offers nursing and
residential care for long term or respite care. For further details please call 01332 841753.
ELLIS-FERMOR & NEGUS Solicitors—local and friendly expertise for all personal, business and charity advice.
Belper 01773 821665, Ripley 01773 744744. Online conveyancing quote on www.ellis-fermor.co.uk.
THOMAS BATTERLEY—Supplier of Electrical Appliances. TV Setups • Cabling • Freesat and
Freeview boxes • Aerial and Satellite Installation. 07894 732816; 01629 823883.
PIANOTUNERVERSE—Piano Tuning, Regulation and Repairs. Professional service from a committed
Christian. Contact Lorraine Bolger Dip. NSPT Cert. CMIT. 07841870219, lorrainebolger@pianotunerverse.com
or degandlorraine@btinternet.com
DERBYSHIRE TECH HELP—Computer, Phone, Tablet, WiFi & Home technology problems. Small business
advice & support also available. Call Andrew King—07494 535993 or visit www.derbyshiretechhelp.com.

