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Dear Friends,
At last it feels as if we are getting

back to some kind of normality. We
rejoice in the things that we are able
to do that we couldn’t do a month
ago, particularly the opportunity to
have people in our homes again, and
to see family members properly
whom we haven’t seen for a long
time. I am looking forward to writing
these letters where the first thing on
our minds is not Covid.

Church is gradually opening up,
and during June and July we will be
opening up further. We are
reopening our midweek young
people’s groups for 11–18s on
Tuesday 8th June, face to face at the
Church Hall in Duffield. We are
planning for some events at church
towards the end of June and into
July, to take the opportunity to mark
the ‘end’ of Covid restrictions, to
rejoice, and to mourn and remember
those we have lost.

We are also looking further ahead,

as we move forward with our plans
to reorder the inside of the church
building to make it fit for the 21st
century—more on this elsewhere in
the magazine.

All these things we are planning to
do, but one of the things we have
learned over the last year or so is to
sit lightly to our plans! So please do
keep an eye on our social media and
the website as we update regularly
with what is coming up.

We are really looking forward to
being able to meet more people face
to face over the coming weeks.
Church is open on a Sunday
afternoon if you want to join us, and
you can always follow the live stream
on our YouTube channel [which you
can find at www.youtube.com/TheU
nitedBeneficeofDuffieldLittleEaton].

See you soon—and not just on a
screen! I am looking forward to
finally meeting more people face to
face.

Yours in Christ,

James Hughes

The Vicar’s Letter
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“I’ve been a member at St Paul’s Church for
about 15 years now, but became a Christian
many years ago. Let me tell you how that
happened…

grew up in Portsmouth and we lived less than
a mile from the sea front and can remember
frequent picnics on the beach. On sunny days

Mum would say “It’s a beach day today”, and off
we’d go. That phrase still comes to mind on hot
sunny days, even in land-locked Derby. I have an
elder sister, and we were regular attenders at the
Sunday School, though Mum and Dad only went on
special occasions. By my teens I decided that though
it would be good if there was a God who cared for
us, I didn’t think it was likely. I could see no
evidence for such a claim—although I didn’t actually look—and I stopped going
to church.

Some years later at University I met several friends who claimed to be
Christians and to my surprise, they obviously enjoyed their faith, even talking
freely about it. One of them gave me the book Who Moved the Stone? by Frank
Morison to read, and incidentally this book was reviewed in the Easter edition
of this Parish Magazine. I still didn’t believe there was a God, but I could see
that if Jesus claimed to be God, and was raised from the dead, then maybe
God did exist, and Jesus’ claims would be worth taking notice of. As I read the
book, all of the alternative explanations of what happened to Jesus’ body were
shown to be totally unlikely, and I began to see that I couldn’t use these as
excuses for not considering further. I realised that if God existed, then he
wasn’t “on my side” because I’d been ignoring him.

One of my new University friends was Mike, and he was from a Jewish family.
One evening he looked very embarrassed, kicked the skirting board, looked
away, and told me that he’d become a Christian. I was so shocked. We had
never spoken about Christianity before, and how could a Jew change allegiance

I
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and become a Christian?  Mike explained that Jesus went to the cross willingly
to die and take the punishment for our sins. Jesus’ resurrection meant that he
had completed the task, he had defeated sin, and proved that he was God—for
who else could come alive again after being killed? I began to understand that
Jesus died so that I need not be punished for my sin—for my rebellion against
God. And all I had to do was to admit my sin, ask for forgiveness, and believe
that Jesus had been punished in my place.

But I was still not fully persuaded. Some weeks later, Mike challenged me not
to sit on the fence any longer, but to decide, because no decision would be in
effect a rejection of God. I went back to my room and looked up a verse that
Mike had mentioned in Revelation chapter 3 about God knocking at the door
and opening the door to him.  Nothing happened—no lightning bolt. But then
my eye fell onto the previous page to verse 15 which said: “I know your deeds,
that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other!”

I was astonished. I didn’t know there was a verse about apathy in the Bible.
Given all that had happened in the previous months, if there was a God, this
was him speaking to me, and I had to respond. I knew I hadn’t lived a perfect
life, and I’d ignored God for most of it, and I needed His forgiveness. So, I
prayed: “God, if you are there, please come into my life.”

And slowly, as I saw answers to prayer, as I read the Bible and saw how
consistent it was and how relevant it was to life, I began to trust more in God’s
forgiveness and his presence with me. Now I knew something of God, and
knew he was “on my side”.

All that was 49 years ago, and a lot has happened since then. But I am still
trusting in God and learning more about his plan for the world he created. God
does care for this world, for justice and for a secure future for the people He
created to live in it. I am so grateful to those people who cared enough to tell
me about Jesus all those years ago. So, if you’re not sure if there is a God, or
whether he’s “on your side”, it really is worth investigating further.

Sue Nicholson
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acchaeus was still awake at 2.00am in the morning. Normally when he
couldn’t sleep, he would do the opposite of counting sheep, and
count money. Either the actual coins in his treasury or he’d just

imagine counting gold coins one by one in his head. He was a very rich
man.

The reason was that he was a tax
collector. He collected taxes from
his fellow Jews on behalf of the
Romans who occupied his country.
So, he was working for the enemy
and taking money from his own
countrymen to give to them! No
wonder he wasn’t popular. And he
was very rich although the Romans
didn’t pay him any salary! He just
collected as much money from the
people as he could, paid what he
had to the Romans, and kept the
rest for himself.

But tonight, instead of dreaming of
new ways to cheat the people into
giving him even more money he
was excited and for the first time
for as long as he could remember,
he felt happy and at peace.

He had set off to work as usual early yesterday morning, but on the way to
his tax booth he decided that he would take a few hours off. This was

Children’s Story—
‘Why Zacchaeus couldn’t sleep’
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unheard of. Zacchaeus’s rule was “the more I do, the more money I get”.
But he had heard that a man named Jesus was going to come through
Jericho on his way to Jerusalem. He’d heard that Jesus was a special healer
and Bible teacher, and not at all like the religious leaders who had banned
Zacchaeus from going into the synagogue. No, Jesus even talked to tax
collectors. In fact, one of his close friends Matthew used to be a tax
collector, but Jesus had told him to follow him instead.

So, Zacchaeus wanted to see what Jesus was like for himself but he had a
problem. He was very short. That didn’t matter sitting at a table handling
money but how would he see through a big crowd? Well Zacchaeus
thought “my reputation is so bad it won’t get any worse if I climb a tree to
get a good view of this Jesus character”. So, he did. But imagine his shock
when Jesus stopped by the tree he was clinging on to for dear life and said
that he wanted to be a guest at Zacchaeus’s house. Well, before he knew
what was happening, Zacchaeus was hastily scribbling instructions for a
messenger to deliver telling his housekeeper to clean the whole house and
get the best food ready immediately! Suddenly he was taking the whole
day off work. But the people who saw Jesus decide to go to Zacchaeus’s
house complained that Jesus shouldn’t be spending time with such a sinner,
probably because they thought, wrongly, that Zacchaeus the crooked tax
collector was a much worse person than they were.

But having met Jesus Zacchaeus realised that his life needed straightening
out which meant taking action straightaway. So the very rich Zacchaeus
said to Jesus that immediately he would give half his possessions to the poor.
Then he went even further and promised to pay back four times the amount
to anyone he had cheated.

So why is Zacchaeus lying in bed feeling happy and peaceful? Because
Jesus had spoken to the hostile crowd and said “today salvation has come
to this house because this man is a son of Abraham”. Jesus had changed
the heart of the money-grabbing tax collector who realised that he had to
change his attitude to those he had cheated, and to those less fortunate
that him. Despite being a Jew or son of Abraham, Zacchaeus had been lost,
but Jesus had rescued him from his sin. And that is his job because at the
end of the story Jesus says “for the Son of Man (him) came to seek and to
save what was lost” (people like you and me and Zacchaeus too).

This story can be found in the Bible in Luke 19, vv1–9.
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Spring in North Africa
aking in North Africa on a dusty spring morning, the murmuring of
neighbours’ chickens, sheep and guard dogs fill our ears. The sun
and the whitewashed walls glow brightly in our eyes. Dan and I read

our Bibles and pray over our day, sometimes even trying it in Arabic, but
mostly clinging to some of God’s promises to help us approach the day with
the right perspective and pouring our requests out to God. Our three children
wake sleepily, scratching bites from the stray mosquito, whose presence always
surprises us in the cooler weather. The children wander around on the cool
tiles, reaching the kitchen and getting water from the filter, trying hard to
remember not to drink the salty, sandy tap water (a habit picked up after time
in the UK). All too often we have slept poorly in the dawn hours when the
mosque blares loudly and the sun rises. Coffee revives us and breakfast is a
more time-consuming affair without handy boxes of cereal to open. After eggs,
bread and yoghurt we start the day; Dan goes to the office in the centre of town,
just outside the old medina. The children work through English and Maths at
the kitchen table as the doorbell rings and a local woman comes to teach them
colloquial Arabic. By mid-morning the sun is too bright for the children to play
outside so they take breaks building with Lego on their bedroom floor, reading
in windows or skateboarding up and down the tiled hallway.

Across town Dan is organising the schedule for his language centre with his
local administrator, figuring out the right ‘nurturers’ (language helpers) for
the next few weeks. By mid-morning he grabs a coffee at a qahwa (local coffee
shop) with a friend, drinking strong espresso and catching up on how the Eid
celebrations to mark the end of Ramadan were affected by the one-week Covid
lockdown. He then stands in a queue outside a dusty government building for
45 minutes to pay a bill, scrolling through his phone to communicate with his
staff via Facebook (computers and home internet are not widespread but
everyone has a phone!). He eats his packed lunch in the office; since Ramadan
and the lockdown he has been out of the habit of eating street food at lunch

W
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time; however he is looking forward to a spicy wrap of turkey breast with
red-hot harissa paste in a freshly baked flatbread. The early afternoon consists
of more admin and often emails with his accountant. On his way home Dan
pops into a local ‘hanoot’ to get phone credit and UHT milk, passing Syrian
beggars at the door who have increased in number since Covid hit. The local
Christian community has been giving them food and toiletries but it’s a very
complex situation.

Once home, Dan helps the kids have a piano lesson with a local expat friend
who comes over to teach them on the keyboard we managed to transport safely
in our luggage from the UK last month.

A neighbour drops in to tell us her daughter is heading back to Uni in the
capital next week, and we promise to see her before she gets on the dawn bus
for the 10-hour journey. Her studies this year have been stop-start, like most
of the world, and despite the university attempting distance learning, she is
resigned to repeating vast swathes of the tuition over the hot summer and
working through the material right into the next academic year.

We try to avoid lighting the oven for our evening meal until the heat of the day
is over, and sit outside for the final hour of sunlight to enjoy our outside space
before it gets dark, breathing a sigh of relief that there is running water tonight
and we can wash all the dust and sweat off the children before bed.

At bedtime we read lots of stories, sweep up all the dust that seeps through all
the cracks in the windows and doors and tackle the washing up from the day’s
activities.

As the cool evening descends, Dan heads out to play football by the beach with
some local friends and Vicki tries to read a book without being interrupted by
excited children talking and needing trips to the toilet or for water refills. We
praise God for his kindness throughout the day, that we get to live in this
beautiful part of the world and be amongst these lovely people who have
welcomed us into their neighbourhood.

Dan & Vicki Byrne
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In this grid are hidden the names of 24 people from the
Bible. To make it more difficult some are upside down, some
back to front and some diagonal. See how quickly you can
find them all. If you need a bit of help there is a list of the
people you are looking for elsewhere in the magazine.
Good hunting.

WORDSEARCH

L B A A R O N D H H
E J I U L O T A T O
U O T J M F I D E S
M H X O O A A O S E
A N L B S N Y R A A
S O C I H X A E H N
S A M A B R A H A M
A H M O P E I S B A
U D A V I D V L L R
L Z A H S I L E E Y
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A Brief History of St Paul’s Church

lthough the Bible is clear that the
Church is the body of God’s people
and not a building, we are

instructed to meet together regularly to
worship God, be taught from his word, the
Bible, and encourage one another in our
faith and service of him. The obvious place
to do this is in a specific building which we
can also invite our community into to hear
the good news of the gospel.

St Paul’s church has a long history going
back into the 1700s. A chapel was originally
built on the site of today’s building but fell
into disrepair and is alleged to be the
dilapidated building in the 1771 painting by
Joseph Smith entitled ‘The Blacksmith’s Shop’. This motivated the community to raise
the funds to build a small rectangular church covering just the nave of the present
building. The influential local Radford family of Elms Farm gave a generous donation
of £120.00 to the building project. The new church was consecrated on July 9th 1791.
The large window at the back of the nave is said at that time to have had a small balcony
under it so that the musicians had light to read their music by!

In 1837 the church increased in size when the north transept was built, complete
with a much larger balcony—probably the one that is still in place now with the Royal
Arms on it. In 1851 the church tower was built and a chancel added at the front of the
church. In 1864, the east window was replaced, with the stained glass being paid for
by the Tempest family who owned Peckwash Mill.

Then in 1868 the north transept was largely removed, leaving the end wall and
balcony. An additional east-west aisle was added, and by now the church was around
twice its original size. Pews were also installed and the current organ added in 1903.

Over the centuries the building has undergone many changes, and has had to be
constantly upgraded to provide better lighting, heating, seating, etc. We have now
reached the point where once again we need to change St Paul’s for the better—not
just for us now, but to ensure that the building is fit for purpose for future generations
(please see the formal notice about the planned works elsewhere in the magazine).
The one thing we must not forget is that it is God’s building for his people to use for
his work and glory in Little Eaton.

Andy Hardwick

A
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All Are Welcome

was musing the other day on the

importance of being made to feel

welcome. In pretty much any and

every sphere of life one might think of—

be it at school, in our workplaces, at our

sports or other social clubs, at shops,

restaurants or other retail/leisure envi-

ronments—the welcome we receive in

all of these settings is vitally important.

Before starting to work at St Paul’s, I

worked for a couple of very different

organisations. Between them, these two

companies provide ‘textbook examples’

of how making people feel welcome in a

workplace context can either be done

extremely well … or frankly, appallingly

badly!

I start with the bad example. My

appointment had been known about for

at least a month or more, yet when I

arrived, it was almost as if no one was

expecting me! And, fairly vital stuff to

do my job—such as a company laptop,

not to mention a login to the corporate

network!—took quite some time to

materialise. As for a formal induction, to

gain understanding of the complex and

large organisation that I was now

supposed to be communicating and

marketing … you’re on your own there,

mate!

In complete contrast, the other

company I previously worked for put

huge time and effort into their

‘onboarding’ processes. HR and IT

worked very closely to ensure all new

staff had their company login, company

mobile and computer equipment ready

for their arrival. All new recruits

followed a very rigorous induction,

spending time over their first few weeks

learning about the company’s various

different specialist departments—what

each one did, who was who, etc.—and

the firm had a very welcoming ethos

generally. This welcoming culture was

very much driven by the senior

management, right from the MD

downwards.

Here at St Paul’s, we too strive to be a

very welcoming church, and—without

I
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stretching the business metaphors too

far!—our ‘corporate culture’ is likewise

driven by our ‘managing director’. While

He lived on earth, the Lord Jesus always

welcomed anyone—from all manner of

backgrounds and walks of life—into His

presence, or to wherever He was

preaching or ministering at the time.

For example, we read in chapter 9 of

Luke’s Gospel that “…When the crowds

learned it, they followed Him, and He

welcomed them and spoke to them of

the kingdom of God and cured those

who needed healing…”.  Or in chapter

15 of the book of Romans, we’re

reminded to “…welcome one another as

Christ has welcomed you, for the glory

of God…”.

And we want to follow the example of

the Lord Jesus in welcoming everyone,

because we believe passionately that

Jesus offers very ‘good news’ which

everybody should have an opportunity

to hear. We want to welcome one and all

to hear the ‘good news’ of the Gospel—

what God’s done for us through Jesus

and His death and resurrection, in order

that we can be reconciled with God to

have a restored relationship with Him

and what that then means for our lives.

Everyone is very welcome to any and

all of our church services and midweek

activities at any time, which as we’re

now coming out of lockdown will

gradually be recommencing and which

you can read about elsewhere in the

magazine. Do come along and join us.

You will indeed be very welcome!

James Rollin

Wordsearch characters — Aaron, Abraham, Ahab, Boaz,
Dan, David, Eli, Elisha, Eve, Ham, Herod, Hosea, Isaiah, Job,
John, Jonah,  Lot, Mary, Noah, Ruth, Samuel, Saul, Seth, Solomon.
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Meals with Jesus
by Ed Drew

Meals with Jesus by Ed Drew is a lovely
book of table talks suitable for families of
all ages. Designed to be done over Lent,
the talks ask plenty of questions to get you
thinking (based on a short Bible passage),
give suggestions for fun activities and
have age-appropriate things to reflect on
afterwards, with differentiated questions
for 3–4s, 5–7s, 7–12s, teens, and even for
the grownups! (Although by that stage of
the day, as parents, we pretty much
stayed at the age 3–4 level to be honest!!).

We found this a great resource over Lent,
to focus our minds and thoughts on what
Jesus came to do, and how He interacted
with His disciples on the days approach-
ing that first Easter. I appreciate that a
study book like this may not appeal to
someone on their own, or of more mature
years, but this book is based on another
book called A Meal With Jesus by Tim
Chester.

We didn’t actually manage to complete
all the studies in the book over Lent (as
family life, health issues and sheer lack of
time got in the way), but each study is a
study in its own right and hence would be
brilliant to do at any time of year, not just
during Lent. We will definitely be doing
this again as a family.

Emma Rollin



Little Eaton in the Summertime

The sun welcomes the morning
with a show of cheerfulness and clarity
under a passing smile.
A new day is dawning.

Soon a bright blue sky
lights up the lovely face of nature.
Sunlight dances off the water along Bottle Brook,
so appealing to the eye.

Brilliantly clashing flowerbeds mingle their perfume.
Rows of brash petunias dazzle in gardens,
and amongst hardy shrubs,
a variety of roses are in bloom.

On the village green,
the trees are thick with summer foliage.
In times of strong sunlight
they provide the perfect screen.

With quiet dignity, lies St Paul’s.
A welcoming and friendly church,
it is cherished by villagers with their families
as each Sunday calls.

The parish of Little Eaton is a treasure.
And to find a true sense of belonging,
it is the giving and sharing of kindness
that brings the whole community together.

Anne Palmer
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What’s on at Church?
the Covid restrictions are
eased, and we all start to get
out and about more, I’m sure

we have all been reminded of the things
we’ve missed during the last year. For
most of us, it will be spending unrestricted
time with family and friends, travelling,
eating out, or our favourite sport and
leisure activities. But something I really
missed during the lockdown was being in
Church week by week to meet and
worship with my church family. Like
everyone else during the pandemic we
have YouTubed and Zoomed and
telephoned, and have helped each other in
lots of practical ways, but it hasn’t been
quite the same!

So why is church so important to me,
and to lots of others as well? People have
said to me in the past: ‘Well, you go to
church on Sunday, but we spend our spare
time gardening/shopping/taking the kids to
football’. There is nothing wrong with any
of these activities, but I think it misses the
point a bit. The church is not just another
leisure activity, open only to the super-
religious or those with a very traditional
outlook, but a group of ordinary, fallible
people, who meet together week by week
in a draughty old building in need of some
modernisation (which is why we’re
currently planning a project to modernise
and re-order the building!) We are all
different in background, age and

experience of faith, but what brings us
together is the desire to learn more about
God’s plan for our world, how that plan
has been fulfilled in Jesus, and how our
lives can be changed as we learn more
about Him. And believe me, when there is
so much confusing information swirling
around us, that is definitely worth
knowing! And it is open to all.

So what could you expect, if you were
to come along and join us one Sunday

As
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afternoon at 4.30? A warm welcome (or
maybe just a quiet hello, if that’s what
you’d prefer). We are quite informal, so
you don’t need to dress up; all the words
you need for prayers and songs are on an
overhead screen, so it’s very easy to
follow what is going on. Our music is a
mixture of modern songs and traditional
hymns, and we always spend time learning
from God’s word, the Bible. Children are
very welcome; we have separate activities
for them, and toddler action is not a
problem.

But being part of the church family is
really not just for Sundays. Many of us also
meet during the week in small home-
based ‘Growth Groups’, and monthly to
pray for the needs of our parish and the
world. We also join with our sister
church, St Alkmund’s in Duffield, for youth
work and other events. And in the normal
course of things, we have lots of social
activities spread out over the year, at
which we can get to know each other
better, and often invite others to.

What if you’re a bit curious, but not
quite ready to come in yet? You can find
our regular Sunday services, monthly
songs of praise services, and study and
meditation material on the Benefice’s
YouTube channel (see ‘United Benefice of
Duffield and Little Eaton’). From time to
time we hold short home-based courses,
for those wanting to find out more about
what being a Christian means—please
contact the church office if you are
interested in one of these. And don’t

forget the church website
(littleeatonchurch.co.uk), together with
our social-media (@stpaulsle on Twitter
and ‘St Paul’s Church Little Eaton’ on
Facebook) will give you up to date
information about services and everything
else that is happening.

So as I said, I am really looking forward
to spending more time with my church
family this summer—and I warmly invite
you to come and meet us.

Liz Hardwick
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In the Consistory Court of the Diocese of Derby
Church of Little Eaton: St Paul In the parish of St Paul Little Eaton
NOTICE IS GIVEN that we are applying to the Consistory Court
of the diocese for permission to carry out the following:
The PCC at St Paul’s Church Little Eaton seeks to reorder the
existing building to improve flexibility of the space; allowing
services to be held facing in different directions, improve access
for the disabled and facilitate use by the community. We wish to
remove all steps within the building to create a flat floor from the
entrance onwards, incorporate toilet and kitchen facilities and an
area for youth/children’s work, including a crèche.

The following items are included:–

� Removal of all pews and levelling the existing floor throughout
the building

� Provision of a floor covering
� Removal of existing font and replacement with a portable unit
� Removal of the pulpit
� Installation of a heating system
� Provision of new seating
� Carrying out strengthening to the balcony to enable re-siting of

the organ
� Installation of a glass screen in the chancel archway
� Installation of a glass screen in the organ area archway
� Installation of a screen and door from the organ area to chancel
� Installation of a glass screen at the entrance door
� Provision of ramped access for the disabled to the church

entrance foyer
� Provision of an accessible toilet for the disabled in the body of

the church
� Installation of a toilet in the existing vicar’s vestry
� Installation of kitchen facilities for serving refreshments and light

meals, etc.
� Rebuilding of the existing organ and re-siting in the balcony.
� Re-wiring of the building including new lighting
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� Provision of new audio equipment.
� Installation of secure storage and cupboard space
� Renewing the tower roof
� Re-alignment and renewal of the vestry roof
� Provision of soakaways and drainage
� Re-decorating on completion

All in accordance with drawings numbered B76-04C, B76-05C
and B76-07B prepared by ASAP Architects

Disposal of items:–
Pews will be offered for sale and recycled.
Floor boarding will be reused wherever possible.
Pulpit will be dismantled and the wood recycled.
Font will be disposed of in accordance with C of E guidance notes
General items will be recycled wherever possible.

Copies of the relevant plans and documents may be examined at
St Paul’s Church, Vicarage Lane, Little Eaton, Derby, DE21 5EA

Petitioners:
1. ANDREW HARDWICK, CHURCH WARDEN
2. LUCY BAILEY, CHURCH WARDEN
3. RICHARD NICHOLSON, PCC MEMBER

June 2021

If you wish to object to any of the works or proposals you should
send a letter stating the grounds of your objection to The Diocesan
Registrar at:

Eddowes Waldron
12 St Peter's Churchyard
Derby
DE1 1TZ

so that your letter reaches the registrar not later than 30th July
2021. A letter of objection must include your name and address
and state whether you live in the parish and/or your name is
entered on the church electoral roll of the parish, or any other basis
on which you have an interest in the matter.



Vicarage Lane, Little Eaton, Derby DE21 5EA

You are very welcome to join us for our 4.30pm afternoon services,
either in the church building, or alternatively online, via our Benefice

YouTube channel:

https://www.youtube.com/c/TheUnitedBeneficeofDuffieldLittleEaton

Contact St Paul’s at:
admin@littleeatonchurch.co.uk

www.littleeatonchurch.co.uk

St Paul’s Church Little Eaton

Linkedin.com/company/st-pauls-little-eaton

@stpaulsle

If you don’t regularly receive a copy of this magazine and would like
to, please contact the church office and we can add you to the

distribution list.


