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Dear Friends,
As we head into the summer, we are

probably all thinking of the things that
we enjoy about it. They will be different
for all of us, but many of us probably
enjoy a summer of sport.

Different sports of course. Whilst
some will lament the fact that the
football season is over, and won’t begin
again till August, and that the world cup
isn’t until the autumn, others will
rejoice. Some look forward to
Wimbledon, others to the end of the first
week of July.

In this Jubilee year though, perhaps
we would all like to celebrate with a little
bit of English—or British—sporting
success. And as we look back, we can
point to times of English or British
sporting success. Recent Olympic games
have been good, and even though the
cricket team has reverted to type, we’re
still good at cycling. ‘Thirty years of hurt’
has become 56 (and counting), but at
least England has got to the latter stages
of the World Cup and European
Championships recently.

But of course, sporting success is
ephemeral—it comes, and it goes. As an
England fan you have to keep your
expectations realistic (or just low), and
no one would want to put their hope in

an England team, whatever the sport, for
teams win, and teams lose. Teams go up,
and teams go down.

I’d like still to be watching a British
tennis player in the latter stages of
Wimbledon, and I’d love to see England
progress a long way in the World Cup in
the autumn. But I’d rather put my hopes
in something else, something
permanent, something reliable, and
something, or someone, who won’t let
me down. As the Psalmist writes:

I love you, O Lord, my strength.
The Lord is my rock and my
fortress and my deliverer, my God,
my rock, in whom I take refuge, my
shield, and the horn of my
salvation, my stronghold. (Psalm
18, verses 1–2)

The Psalmist knows that the Lord is to
be relied upon. Like a rock, he is a firm
and sure support. He can be relied upon,
as refuge, shield and stronghold. In all
the varying circumstances of life,
whether sporting or otherwise, the Lord
can be relied upon.

So, whether your team wins or loses
this summer, let me encourage you to
look to the rock, and to find out more
about the God who can be relied upon.

I look forward to seeing you at St
Paul’s.

Yours in Christ,

James Hughes

The Vicar’s Letter
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April Fools Murder Mystery

part of our recent ‘Find Life
that Lasts’ mission, church,
friends, neighbours and family

members gathered at the village hall
on Friday 1st April for an evening of
deadly intrigue! The sell-out ticket
event commenced with a choice of
fish, sausage, or steak pie chip
suppers courtesy of Duffield Fish and
Chips. Everyone seemed to agree that
the food was not only piping hot but
delicious.

Whilst enjoying supper the
opportunity was taken to read
handouts setting out the murder scene
and providing snapshots of the
various characters and their inter
relationships. Events were set in the
late nineteenth century and some
members of the ‘detective audience’,
plus the character actors, entered fully
into the spirit of the occasion with an
array of impressive period costumes.
These actors/key characters circulated
amongst the tables to answer
questions regarding their knowledge
or interpretation of events leading up
to the victim’s demise. They fulfilled
these roles enthusiastically and with
professionalism—and gave precisely
nothing away. As most had a reason to

dislike the ‘recently deceased’, much
debate and little consensus followed
as to who was the guilty party—or
parties!

Part way through proceedings,
James Hughes our vicar took to the
floor for a ten minute talk on the
theme of the mystery of Jesus, and,
with it fast approaching, the true
meaning of Easter. All were reminded
of the up and coming Find Life that
Lasts Services, with a warm invitation
to all to come along to St Paul’s at any
time to hear more of God’s word.

There was a wonderful buzz
throughout the evening with everyone
clearly enjoying themselves. At the
end of proceedings when Andy
described the sequence of events, it
was clear that there were one or two
pointers to the guilty party. However,
the cleverly woven plot with its liberal
doses of false trails and red herrings
resulted in just the one table
identifying the assailant.

Thanks go not only to Andy
Hardwick for devising the event but to
all the helpers and actors (including
some from the congregation of our
‘sister’ church, St Alkmund’s) who
played their part. They all contributed

As
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to a wonderful evening of excellent
value and entertainment.

A fine time was had by all, and I’m
sure you’d agree that with a suitably

‘period’ sepia tone added, the cast
could be from 100+ years ago in their
group photo!

Chris Asker
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St Paul’s Ladies’ Social Event

March saw the first of our ladies’ social events at the Church Hall.

Tied into our recent ‘Find Life that Lasts’ mission, our idea was to create an envi-
ronment where we could get together in a relaxed informal atmosphere  and chat,
drink tea, eat cake and bring your sewing (or any other craft you like to do); some-
where where we could support one another, meet new friends, discuss the events of
the last two years and what the future holds, etc.

It was a great success and everyone who came really enjoyed it. It was so nice to be
able to get out and meet as a group and chat… (and drink tea, of course!).

We will be hosting this event again, so please keep your eye on church announce-
ments; we will be happy to see you whether you are a churchgoer or not, you are
most welcome. If you would like to ask questions about our church and what we do,
we would be very happy to help.

Caroline Walker
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The Case for Heaven: Lee Strobel
Zondervan 2021.      Available from about £9.30

Andrew Jackson, a member of our ‘sister’ church,
St Alkmund’s Duffield, reviews The Case for
Heaven, a book by the American journalist,
pastor and author, Lee Strobel.

Lee Strobel is a well-regarded writer who explores
major topics. He studied both journalism and
law, becoming a journalist and investigative
reporter. In his late 20s, his wife became a Chris-
tian: Strobel set out to investigate the truth or
otherwise about Jesus Christ. As a result of this
he became a Christian himself. Since then he has
worked as a teaching pastor, a professor of Chris-
tian thought, and an author. He is perhaps best
known for his writing, especially in the series
resulting from his first book, The Case for Christ.
The books, to date, cover Christ, Christmas, a
Creator, Easter, Faith, Hope and Miracles.

Today we will be looking at his latest book, The
Case for Heaven. The book starts with a bang, a
shocking personal story. ‘You’re one step away
from a coma,’ the doctor said. ‘Two steps away
from dying.’ This was in 2011, and Strobel
comments,  ‘At times like this … the afterlife is no
longer a mere academic topic ….’ Yes, he nearly
died. But, as he also says in the introduction: ‘One
way or another, next week or in decades, you’re
going to creep up to the dividing line between now
and forever. When you slip from this world, what
will you find?’

As a result of his own experience, Strobel set
out to explore the Christian teaching about
heaven, both the good and the troubling. He also
offers a critique on what other world views have
to say, notably about annihilation and
reincarnation.

Overall, the book is very approachable. Strobel
writes well, with a good style and an engaging
manner, as he criss-crosses his home country
seeking authorities and experts on the different
topics that he wants to address.

Strobel lays out his case in the following way:

Our Search for Immortality,
Searching for the Soul, and
Near-death experiences
Chapters 1–3 address our quest for immortality,
searching for the soul, and near-death experi-
ences. We don’t like to think that our time on
earth will leave no legacy—so we try to establish
things that might preserve our memory—family,
donations, or if we are rich, getting our name on
a building or other monument. And Strobel offers
some wry observations on attempts at immortal-
ity that have already been forgotten. Both those
who do and do not believe that there is a soul will
find chapter 2 an interesting and stimulating
read. I certainly agree that we are not just a brain,
a collection of chemicals! On first reading, ‘Near
death’ experiences sound like mumbo-jumbo,
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deluded ramblings. But some of the cases pre-
sented are certainly eyebrow raising: Individuals
have seen into heaven, and revealed extraordi-
nary and inexplicable evidence of what they have
seen, both in meeting family members, and in
describing their medical treatment in great detail.

On Heaven

Chapters 4–6 look at what the Bible tells us about
heaven, starting with an approach called ‘The
pyramid to heaven: Why Trust Christianity on the
Afterlife?’ This leads the reader through  discus-
sions entitled Truth, Worldviews, Theism, Reve-
lation, Resurrection and Gospel. Strobel follows
this with a description of heaven, ‘How Followers
of Jesus will Spend Eternity.’ A very helpful
chapter—‘Seven on Heaven’, touches on seven
questions frequently asked about heaven. I
couldn’t agree entirely with the choice of topics
(‘Will my pet get to heaven?’), but then, I’m not a
big pet guy! However, this was the number one
question (yes, really!)

On Hell

And then we come to chapters on hell. Chapter 7,
‘The Logic of Hell—Does the Traditional Teaching
make Sense?’ discusses in depth the deserved
punishment of separation from God; that people
who choose not to follow God are isolated from
God. Although I like Strobel’s approach, even as
someone who would describe himself as a com-
mitted Christian, I have to say that I found some
of his material on hell difficult—very difficult
indeed. In fact, for me it was almost unbearable
to read in places and I had to come back to it after
I had read the rest of the book. But then, Hell is a
difficult topic: it couldn’t be anything else.

Alternative views

Some worldviews believe in re-incarnation—the
theory that after death we are re-born as someone
else … Others believe that when we die we simply
cease to exist. Strobel tackles both of these
head-on ….

The final chapters (10 and Conclusion)

‘On the edge of heaven—Facing death with
an eye on heaven’

As mentioned in the introduction, we will all,
sooner or later, reach the end of our life on earth.

How should we prepare? Strobel presents his
argument with clarity: only through acceptance
of Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour will we be
prepared for heaven.

‘What happens to us after death, then,
depends entirely on how we respond to
Christ before we die.’

Closing Remarks

Of course, you may disagree with this opinion.
You wish to live your life in your own way, ‘thank
you very much.’ But if you are wrong, and reject
the offers of Jesus Christ, you will receive a
terrible shock when you die. Why take the risk?

Are you prepared? And if not, what are
you going to do about it? Or perhaps I
should say, ‘What do you need to do about
it? Yes, you!’

Jesus Christ said, ‘For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life.’ (John 3,v16)

Jesus Christ also said, ‘I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through  me.’ (John 14,v6)

We all have to confess our sins, and accept that
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died on a cross for
our sins. Through his sacrifice we will be accepted
into heaven—solely because of what we have
done. If we choose not to accept Jesus, then our
choice to separate ourselves from God is
honoured, and we will be separated from God
forever.

Andrew Jackson

(My thanks to James Rollin for reworking the difficult
section on Hell, and my wife Jane for advice and proof
reading. If you have been affected by this review, or
would like to talk about it, please contact either the
church office, or alternatively, our Vicar, James
Hughes, on james@stalkmundsduffield.co.uk).

Biblical quotations are from the New International
Version.
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Those crafty ladies at St Paul’s!

like me, you like needlework and
crafts but usually can't make the
time to fit it in, then we may have

the answer. Following the success of
two ‘taster’ sessions, from the end of
July (30th) we will be holding regular
craft afternoons in the church hall on
the last Saturday of each month, from
2–4 pm.

Anyone is welcome to join us, whether
or not you have any connection to the
church—just come along with your
crochet, knitting, sewing or any other
crafts you may have on the go, and have
a relaxing afternoon crafting and chat-
ting in friendly company. You might
learn something new, or maybe even be
able to teach someone else how to
crochet for the first time! If this sounds appealing, but you don't have any craft to
do, don't worry, just  pop in for a chat—we’d love to see you. And to temp you even
further, there will definitely be tea and cake!

If you want to find out a bit more first, please contact me on 01332 944100, or
Caroline Walker on 07803 034199.

Liz Hardwick

If

This sign was
spotted on the
door of a small
church in
Somerset.
Photo: Stuart Holmes



Together in prayer

I often remember my father and I
side by side on the hill,
watching the crystal white of day
slowly turn to yellow. Each sun bleached horizon
merging with the next, fields and buildings
combined in colourful disarray.

Sunlight caught the trees where we sat,
brushing the top most branches with pale gold.
Wild flowers grew among the dried, scented grass.
A time of light and fragrance to enchant,
nature’s beauty to behold.

Such was the pleasure of simply breathing
in this aromatic trace.
It was my father’s favourite spot to think
and pray, and I could share his prayers.
We were so happy in those moments,
and contented in that place.

Anne Palmer



Vicarage Lane, Little Eaton, Derby DE21 5EA

You are very welcome to join us for our 4.30pm afternoon services,
either in the church building, or alternatively online, via our Benefice

YouTube channel:

https://www.youtube.com/c/TheUnitedBeneficeofDuffieldLittleEaton

Contact St Paul’s at:
admin@littleeatonchurch.co.uk

www.littleeatonchurch.co.uk

St Paul’s Church Little Eaton

Linkedin.com/company/st-pauls-little-eaton

@stpaulsle

If you don’t regularly receive a copy of this magazine and would like
to, please contact the church office and we can add you to the

distribution list.


